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Member-

ship in this

church is

open to all

All who choose to
walk with us in the
spirit of love and in
agreement with our
UU principles. We
have no creedal
requirements for
membership. To
become a member one
signs our Membership
Book on the last
Sunday of any month
in the presence of the
Minister and another
member of the church.
If you wish to become
a member, please
speak to Rev. Haney
or call the church
office (442-5764).
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Front Page News

UU MovieGroup
LGBT MovieNightswill be continuing at the church (Forum Roominthe
lower level) on second Fridays of eachmonthat 7 PM. Everyoneis
welcome. Bring snacksto shareif youwish. Thereisno childcare
for thisprogram, but if you need to have childcare call the church
officefor suggestions.

Summer Wor ship

The schedule of worship servicesfor the summer iscomplete. (Seethe
scheduleelsewhereinthisnewdetter.) Thanksgoesto David Wellmanwho has
excelledinrecruiting and coordinating volunteersto plan and preparethelayled
sarvices. Thetradition of lay-ministry enrichesusall and helpsmaintainthis
vibrant part of our churchlife.

Worship Serviceswill begin each Sunday at 10:30a.m. The Forum
Discussion Group will meet prior to the servicefrom 9to 10 each Sunday
morning. Therewill beno potlucksin Juneor August but aJduly 4" picnicis
planned. Childcarewill be offered each Sunday inthe Nursery for young
children. Older childrenwill join usasweworship together inthe sanctuary.
The Water Ceremony marksthefirst service of theregular churchyear. Re-
member to collect asample of water from your summer travelsto bring tothe
Water Ceremony on August 29". Rev. Haney will return to the pul pit on the
first Sunday of September.

Welcoming Congregation Upcoming Events

Committee meeting - Sunday, June 6, noon
*  GLBTQAA Monthly MovieNight - June11, 7:00 p.m.
»  Committee meeting, Sunday, June 27, noon

*  Summer workshop series, July 16, 17, and 31
»  Committee meeting, Saturday, July 31, noon
Committee meeting, Sunday, August 29, noon
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Minister’s Monthly Musings
A Summer Full of Hope...

Thesummer isuponus. It seemsjust afew daysago wewere shivering
fromthe cold north winds. Now therefulgence of spring isnearly com-
pleteto heraldthelazy daysof summer. For most of us, wewill leave
churchlifeand activitiesbehind for awhile. Therewill bemany working
through the summer to provideinformal lay-led worship services. To
keep the doors open through the summer meanswe do not completely
shut down church. Still, many activitiesbecome dormant through the
summer, and for many, the summer monthsarefor vacation, leisureand
travel, not for church. With the dedication of those who do present the
church to summer visitorsfully recognized, we do want to a so recogni ze
the hiatus summer providesfor many. | hopeeach of youwill geta
chanceto stay intouch with your spiritual and religious naturesthroughthe
summer, whether you attend the summer servicesor not. | hope summer
will giveyouthe opportunity to bewith family and friends, to be out
doors, to be ableto appreciate the giftsyou have and those that will be
bestowed upon you inthefuture. You did well for the church thispast
year, and afew monthsoff isfitting to re-chargeyour spiritual and reli-
giousbatteries. | trust thiswill beasummer full of hope.

Haveagreat summer in Peace and Love, Bill

Excer ptsfrom the Welcoming Congregation Committee Report to
the Congregation May 2, 2004

What isaWel coming Congregation?

A Wel coming Congregation publicly welcomesleshian, gay, bisexua, and/
or transgenders (L GBTs) withinitsfellowship.

How canthe UUCC receivethisdesignation?

Wefirst haveto complete 16 action steps prescribed by the Unitarian
Universaist Association (UUA) intheareas of education, congregational
life, and community outreach. Thenthecongregationwill beaskedtogivea
voteof affirmation (a“yes’ vote) indicating wewould like official recogni-
tion asaWe coming Congregationfromthe UUA.. After receivingamajor-
ity of pogitivevotesfrom the membership, wewill send areport tothe UUA
detailing our work on the action steps, and wewill receivetheofficia desig-
nation.

What arethe benefitsof earning and requesting the Wel coming Congre-
gationdesignation?

Wewill havetheright to advertise asa\Welcoming Congregation. The
UUA will send usofficia postersto placearound the church. The Officeof
GLBT Concernswithinthe UUA will advertise usasaWe coming Congre-
gation ontheir websiteand in published materials. Membersof theLGBT
community may notethisdesgnation and chooseto bring their time, talents,
and treasuresto thiscongregation.

CelebratingOur Members

On May 16th nine new mem-
bers finding their religious
journeysleading themto the
UU Church were welcomed
intheNew Member Ingather-
ing Ceremony: Marc Lenau,
Thunder Falcon, Brian and
Suzanne Bowles, Sandy
Craig, Walter Gassmann,
Jenn Sprague, Carol Snively,
and Lenore Danziger. Others
joining the church since Janu-
ary 1st but unable to attend
the service were: Rochelle
Renken, Mike Huffman, Liz
Graznak, Alan and Hillary
Tomhave, and Avery
Danziger.
Aspart of welcoming themto
our religious fellowship the
congregation did renew our
covenant together to seek
meaning and truth in love, to
respondto thecallingsof jus-
tice, and to be strengthened
by our greater participationin
thelarger lifeof fellowship. It
is in this spirit of love and
commitment that we continue
towork to build together are-
ligiouscommunity of celebra-
tion, inspiration, sustenance
and strength.
Membershipinthis
churchisopentoal willingto
jointogether inthespirit of
loveandinagreement with
our UU principles. To
becomeamember onesigns
our Membership Book. If
youwishto becomea
member, please speak to
Rev. Haney or call thechurch
office (442-5764).
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President’s Report
Congregationa Meeting
Unitarian Universdist Church of Columbia, Mo.
May 2, 2004

Inany given year, most of thework isroutine- maintenance, budgets,
andreports. Yet, therearea so highsandlows: membersleaving and
disagreements on one hand and new membersjoining and new pro-
gramsstarting ontheother. 1 won't boreyou with themundane. The
minutesof our meetingsareawaysavailable!

Thisyear, theboard devoted timeto revising the Bylawsthat arebeing
voted ontoday. (TheBylawswereadopted on May 2,2004) This
will bring our governanceinlinewith our actually practicesaswell as
streamlineour operations.

Wea so deliberated over the budget. Thereisso muchthat weasa
congregationlongtodo. Yet, our budget isfiniteand will only cover
so much. Inconjunction with the Finance Committee- who arethe
true budget wranglers- weroped out money for programs. Aswe
pay down our mortgage and increase our membership, our budget
should grow and alow usmore opportunity to reach our visions.

Theboard a so convened and supported anew canvass committee,
now called the Generosity Team. Asaresult and thankstotheir
enthusiasm and hard work, we have had asuccessful canvass. More
of uspledged and in larger amounts. The Generosity Team hasa so
laid theground for the next year’s canvass, promising lessstressand
frustration for thecommittee.

Other focuses have been supporting the church’smoveto apolicy
format versusamanagement format for governance. Much thanks
goesto Alan Arnoldfor hiswork inthisarea. | also extendthe
board’ sthanksto the three new council leaders: Jan Weaver (congre-
gational development), Fran Reynolds (program), and Steve Mudrick
(outreach).

| started onthe board shortly after joining thechurch. Beingthis
involved and informed issimilar to the difference between being
married versusdating. You get to seethe bad along with the good.
And, you get to see how strong and supporting acommitted rel ation-
ship canbe. My sincerethanksto all of you for all your commitment
to our church.

Sincerdly,
RebeccaGraves
Board of Trustees- President

fw: TheSound of UU
. | Music

Many thanks to everyone
who contributed tothemusic
programthisyear - thesing-
ers, theinstrumentalists, our
choir accompanists.

| hopeto seedl our returning,
and hopefully somenew, UU
Singers on Wednesday, Au-
gust 18th for a potluck and
first rehearsal. The potluck
will start at 6:00 at church,
and after eating we will go
downgtairsto start looking at
music for September.

The UU Choristers (Youth
choir) isin need of revitaliz-
ing. Our coregroup of girls
aregraduating up to the UU
Singers, so now isthetimeto
start afresh. Should we
change the meeting time -
some churches have the
youth choir meet before the
adult choir on Wednesdays
from 5:30 to 6:00, or does
9:30 - 10:00 on Sunday
morning still work best?

| need to hear from parents
whowould liketo havetheir
children havethe choir expe-
rience- isthereenoughinter-
est to continue with ayouth
choir?

Again, my thanksto every-
onewho hasparticipated this
year. Haveawonderful sum-
mer, and I'll see you in the
fal,if | don’t seeyou at sum-
mer services.

Des Long, Music Director
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Worship Services

June 2004

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30- 10:00 AM every Sunday)

During theupcoming summer monthswewill explorethediverseinterests
of our congregation in unusua andimaginativeworship services. There
will beno potlucksin Juneand August but wewill be having apicnicon
the4th of July. Wearealso planning to havechildcareavailableinthe
nursery for theyounger children. Stay connected. Cometo churchon
Sunday morningd!

June06 - We'reAll Children of theUniverse
Children of dl ages- bring afavorite stuffed animal tothisinteractive
sarvice celebrating familiesin their many forms. Join usfor apotluck
brunch BEFORE the serviceat 9:15am. Stephanie Dorman

June 13 - The Dissatisfied Society
Ever fed that thereisnever enough: time, money, ability? That thereis
alwaysmoreto be done or waystoimprove? We'll look at waysthat we
aretaught to be discontent and waysthat we can transcend those mes-
sages. RebeccaGraves

June 20 - Father’s Day 2004
We are blessed to have representatives of four generationswith usinthis
church. Our discussionswill ded with the changing attitude of Fatherhood
over thelast 100 years. David Rosman

June 27 - Discussion>Decision>Action
Haveyou ever worked for acompany or been involved with agroup
whereyou would swear themotto was* The meetingswill continue until
we determinewhy nothing isgetting done.” ? Thisserviceisgoingtofocus
on some of thedynamicsof discussing anidea, deciding onacourse of
action, and then taking action with asense of urgency. Asour church
grows so doestheneed for action. Thefirst desired actionisfor youto
attend thisservice. Pleasecome prepared to takean interactiveroleinthis
fast paced, fun, and inspirationa service! Larry Dorman

Men’sBreakfast Group
TheMen’'sBreakfast Group meetsat 8 AM for breakfast every
2nd and 4th Saturdaysat alocal restaurant. \We discusstopics of
currentinterest. Everyoneiswelcometo attend. For location,
contact Sam Anand.

Forum
Schedule

The Forum, an adult discus-
songroup, will continueto
meet throughout the summer
monthson Sundaysfrom 9
to10am. Conversation
andrefreshmentsare
offered dongwiththe
discussion. TheForum, as
always, isopentothe
public.

June6 - Immigration
| ssues; Steve Blower

June 13- L ocal Environ-
mental | ssues; Jan
Weaver

June 20 - Family Health
Center and Health
Access | ssues; Gloria
Crull, Executive Director,
FHC.

June 27 - Missouri K-12
Education Funding; Otto
Fajen, LegidativeDirector,
Missouri National Educa
tion Assn.
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Worship Services

July 2004

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30 - 10:00 AM every Sunday)

July 04 - ThePursuit of Happiness
What doesthis phrasefrom the Declaration of |ndependence mean?
What did Jefferson havein mind when hewroteit, and what might it mean
to ustoday? Wewill explorethissubject inaninformal picnic serviceheld
onthepatio, weather permitting. Bringablanket and your own picnic
lunch. Drinkswill beprovided. David Wellman

July 11 - TheBlessing of the Animals
Inthisserviceour furry, feathery, and scaly animal companionsreceivethe
recognitionthey aredue. Pleasebring your petsto show off to the con-
gregation asyou say afew wordsabout what makesthem special. Thisis
oneoccasioninwhichal petsareprizewinnersl Wewill assembleoutside
intheback if itispleasant, or indgdeinthe sanctuary in caseof rain.
Picturesof favorite petswho are no longer with usare also welcome.
MarianneErickson

July 18- In theWor dsof the UUA Covenant
“Theliving tradition whichwe share drawsfrom many sources.” One
sourceisthe spiritua teachingsof earth-centered traditions, which cel-
ebratethe sacred circleof lifeand instruct usto livein harmony with the
rhythmsof nature. Thismorning wewill hear about Native American
Themesand Traditionsfrom the perspective of atribal member and aUU.
Thunder Falcon

July 25- LeavingtheGarden: A Metaphor for All Times
Inthisservicewewill explorethebiblica metaphor of the Garden of Eden
and how it gppliesto many instances of our individua and collectivelives.
We come* out of thegarden,” so to speak, when we gain knowledge or
experiencethat transformsour livesand makesit impossibletoreturnto
the“bliss’ of ignorance from whichwe have ascended. Alan Arnold

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Columbia is:
* To keep our commitment to the seven principles of the Unitarian
Universalist Association;
* To act upon these principles through a caring and friendly religious
community for persons of all ages and diverse religious views;
* To promote spiritual growth and the quest for truth;
* To build our covenant with fellow Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tions.

Adopted by the Congregation on May 22, 1994

Conversations, Etc.
Conversations, Etc. will
gather at the church on
Wednesday noon, June Sth,
for brown bag lunch. Bringa
snack to shareif you careto,
or comealittleearly to help
set up. Beverages are pro-
vided. Sharon Hanson will
present a program based on
her experience as a re
searcher and writer, “To pub-
lishor not”. The program be-
ginsat 12:45. Themeetingis
opentodl womenandfriends
of thechurch.

Nine memberswere present
to hear Sally Brown's talk
andview atifactshighlighting
the founding and growth of
the Columbia fellowship/
church. Contributionsof early
members no longer with us
were shared aswell ascontri-
butions of present long-time
members. We |learned there
have been 8 women over the
53 yearswho exercised lead-
ership as President of the
Board of Trustees. The
Women's Federation pre-
ceded us as an organization
for women and friends of the
church. They wereactivein
thelate60'sand early 70's.

Do comejoinusfor fellow-
shipandaninteresting
program. Call Roberta Jones
or SueBader if you have
questions.
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Worship Services
August 2004

Sunday Services. 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30- 10:00 AM every Sunday)

Aug. 01 - Finding Faith In An Unfaithful World
Inaworld of ever-growing turbulence and uncertainty, how doweas
Unitarian Universalistsfind grounding and comfort inour faith tradition?
Join CynthiaBrix, candidatefor the UU ministry asshe sharesmeditations
on sustaining our own faith through loving kindnessand prayerstoal of
our sistersand brothers, civilian and sol diersthroughout theworld.
CynthiaBrix, Minigteria intern at First Universalist Church of Denver

Aug 08 - TheBeloved Community
Why do wejoin achurch? Why should we want to gather together each
week? What arethe questionswe are asking ourselves and how canwe
find theanswers? KathieBergman

Aug 15 - To Make a Joyful Noise
A celebration in song of our connection to Humanity, the Earth, and the
Transcendent. Terry Song and Jackie Ambrow

Aug 22 -*“lsaJew?’
Every onceinawhile, someonewill ask meif | am Jewish. | finditavery
strange question. How do you know if someoneisJewish? Do they |ook
different? Sound different? Smell different? Onthisday wewill look at
the soul of being aJew inaChristianworld. David Rosman

Aug 29 - Water Ceremony
Bring asample of water from your summer travelstothisservicewhere
wewill celebratethe opening of the new church year. NaomaPowell

FUNdraising Committee
A total of $867 wasraised inthetwo-day garage sale at the
church. $280 of thisamount fulfillsthefundraising god for the
year. Theremaining fundswill be used to offset the current
deficit. Marianne Erickson wishesto particularly thank thefol-
lowingindividualsfor their partinthegarage sdeeffort:
1) All of the generous donors, of course!
2) Volunteers: LilaLeland, Brianand Suzanne Bowles,
Sharon and Richard Hanson, Anni Martin, Fran Reynolds,
LisaFritsche, Pat Kraff, DennisMurphy, Catherineand
WilmaJordan, Robertaand L ee Jones, Ann and Arnold
White, Stephanieand Larry Dorman, Kathie Bergman, Sam
Anand, and LindaRexroth. (Pleaseforgiveany omissons!)

Caring Committee
Announces

We don't know at the
timeof theprinting of this
newd etter who the Caring
Assstantsfor thesummer
monthswill be. Pleasecdl
thechurch officefor infor-
mation onwhothe Caring
Assgtantisthroughout the
summer, and Kathie
Bergmanwill assistyou. The
Caring Assistant isrespon-
gblefor activating the Caring
Committeein responseto
our members sgnificant life
trangtionsor achievements
or stressful circumstances.
We depend upon each of
youto alert usto members
who have specid personal
andfamily needs. Jan
Swaney andAllie
Gassmann, Caring Commit-
tee Co-chairs

¢

T

Social Action Reports
Thefind specid collectionfor
this church year was May
23rd. Therecipient wasthe
nonprofit Southern Poverty
Law Center. Intheprevious
three special collections, our
congregation  contributed
nearly $1600 in the name of
our church. The Social Ac-
tion Committeethanksall of
you who have made these
gpecial collections such a
wonderful successsofar.

For the Social Action
Committee, Steve Mudrick

|
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aign Up Now
For This Fall

UU Co-Rec Softball

Efforts are now underway to form a Columbia

UU Church co-rec softball team. It’s a great
way to promote our church and have fun while
getting some exercise. The season begins in
mid-August and lasts for six weeks.

Both men and women are needed.
Skill and experience are NOT required.

Contact Larry Dorman by phone at 808-4297
or by e-mail at softball(@bestfx.net to get more
information and to sign up to play.
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We're getting ready for next year!

Thissummer the Y RE committee, d ong with the new director, will be hard at work preparing next year’s
Sunday School program.

Our planisto haveal the children, preschool through 5th grade, meet in the centering room for an opening
ritua. Theyoungest kidswill quickly leavefor the Potter room. Theother children (K-5th) will stay together for
alesson from the chosen curriculum. Whenthisisdone, thekidswill gototheArt & Craftsroom, or the Active
Learning room. (In Sept. the kidswill choose between thetwo. They will stick with their choicefor two
months.) We need teachersfor the Arts& Craftsroom, the Active Learning room, and the Potter Class (pre-
school).

Wearestarting anew socia action program. After participating inthe start of the adult serviceonthefirst
Sunday of themonth, thekidswill leavethe’ Sunday Service', and go downgtairsfor ‘ ServiceSunday’. All the
children (K-5th) will participatein aservice project. We need teachersfor Service Sundays(1st Sunday of each
month).

Lesson plans, suppliesand trainingwill beprovided to dl volunteers.

Parents can help usby answering afew questions....
[ N N N N N N N N N S S S

I | can help by teaching 6-8 weeksin....

]| Parent name, phone number & emall
I

I Pleasemall thisdipto LisaFritsche, Unitarian Universdist Church of Columbia, 2615 Shepard Blvd, Columbiall
| Missouri 65201 i

L-------------------------------------J

Joys and Concerns

i
I O Potter classroom My kidswill probably choose... |
I O Ans& Crafts O Arts& Crafts |
1 O ActiveLearning O ActiveLearning I
: O ServiceSunday (1st Sundaysonly) How many of your kidsin each? :
I O Asfunasitsounds, | can’t commit to thisright now! |
i
i

*  Wesend our heartfelt condolencesto Ann White onthetragiclossof Arnold White. Our thoughtsand
prayersarewith Annand Annand Arnold' sfamiliesand loved ones.
*  Wealso send condolencesto Qhyrrae Michaelieu and her family and loved ones on the passing of her
father, who died peacefully inhisdeep after longillness.
*  Wesend condolencesto the Breitenbachs on the death of Bob’sbrother-in-law.
»  Naomahad shoulder surgery on May 27. We send healing wishesto Naoma.
* Hedingwishesasoto Margaret Tyler after her cataract surgery.
*  Chuck Robertsisback at homeand doing well. It'sgood to have Chuck back!
* It'sgoodto havelrene Karnsback with us- walking!
» Congratulationsto the Bader family onthebirth of their new granddaughter/niece/cousin!
» Carolyn Leuthold reportsfrom Montanathat sheand David are doing well, and sendsher greetings.
» Congratulationsto Stephanie Dorman onreceiving the Catalyst Award presented by the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender Resource Center at MU.
» Congratulationsto Neil Minturn on receiving the Kemper Fellowship for Teaching Excellence.
»  Congratulationsto the 2004 graduating seniors. Hannah Minturn, Sharin Muskrat, Sean Byland, Zoe
WEelch, Kate Springer, Brian Carmigniani, Ellie Bergman, Leah Swaney, and Lydia Young.
Jan Swaney and Allie Gassmann, Caring Committee Co-chairs
|
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From the desk of the Church Administrator

The church officewill be open part of thetime during the summer months. | will be out of
town onvacation for afew daysin June. Pleasecall before stopping by if you need to get into
thebuilding. If you need akey, contact meat |east aweek ahead of time. Call meat homeif
you havequestionsor if thereareemergencies. Email isagood choicefor communications:
uuchurch@coin.org Let meknow if thereisany changeto your email address, street address,
or phone number as| plan to work on an updated Church Directory thissummer.

Thisendsthe 12th church year that | haveserved asC.A. | think I’ mfinally getting the hang
of thingsbut | know that | canimprovewith gentle guidance from themembers. Thank youfor
al thekind expressionsof appreciation and friendship.

Thischurch means so much moreto methanjust ajob. | especially appreciate Rev. Haney and
his continuing patiencewithme. Also, specia thanksto the outgoing Board members. Rebecca
Graves, Todd Iveson, MonicaMiller and Alan Arnold. They madethe second Tuesday Board
meetingsahighlight of themonth! (Board meetingsareheld at thechurchat 7 o’ clock onthe
second Tuesday of each month and are opento all UU members.)

Thenext Searchlight will be published prior to the Water Ceremony on August 29th. Sub-
missionsneed to bein the church office by August 16th. Looking forward toworkingwith al of
you asweliveout thechurch’'sMission Statement. Kathie Bergman




