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Member-

ship in this

church is

open to all

All who choose to
walk with us in the
spirit of love and in
agreement with our
UU principles. We
have no creedal
requirements for
membership. To
become a member one
signs our Membership
Book on the last
Sunday of any month
in the presence of the
Minister and another
member of the church.
If you wish to become
a member, please
speak to Rev. Haney
or call the church
office (442-5764).
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ANNOUNCNG.....

eee. CLETOQA movie night??
Friday, May 14th 7:00-9:30 p.m.
(moviewill beginat 7:15p.m.)
“It'sin the water”
1998, 100 minutes, Subjects. Romance & Comedy
Rated: NR
Director: Kelli Herd
Starring: Keri Jo Chapman; Teresa Garrett; Derrick
Sanders
...iIsafunindie setinthe conservative Southern town-" Azalea
Springs, Texas’. Themoviefocuseson theanticsof resdentsasthey

react tothe opening of an AIDShospiceintheir community. Thetitle
refersto acomic subplot-arumor that drinking theloca water turns

peoplegay.
FREE!! Popcorn& sodaprovided!!

Sponsored by the Welcoming Congregation Committee
For more information, call Christy Hutton.

The Searchlight of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbia, May, 2004 Page 1

unitarian.church.missouri.org



MINISTER'S MONTHLY MUSINGS
MAY IS...

May iswhenthefullnessof springfindly getshere. Through April,
wewitnessthe parade of blossomsand flowers, eachinitsown
timeand place, a itsown pace. By May, thetreesand shrubshave
finally and fully leafed out, and the sparseness of winter branches
stabbing into theinconsiderate sky iscrowded with abundant foli-
age. Theluxury of shadeisaredlity.

May is also when the fullness of our church year is realized.
Through the coursing of the previous months, we witnessed the
paradeof activities, services, programs, fundraising and fellowship,
alsoeachinitsowntimeand place, at itsown pace. It lookslike
the sparseness of our membership growth isgiving over to the
abundance of new people joining our community. We are not
ready for theluxury of numbers, but weare bathed intheluxury of
meaningful programming and thoughtful activities.

May iswhen we begin to wind down theintensity of the church
machinery of ingtitutiona activity. Somethingscontinueunabated—
Sunday worship servicesand meetings of the Board of Trustees.
Otherwise, by theend of May, thefullness of the summer months
comeinto view. May iswhen plans are firmed up for summer
eventsand outingsand retreats. Inthecoursing of thechurchyear,
each moment hasitsrewardsand achievements. May isthetimeto
take stock and reflect upon what and how wetraveled. Withthis
and thefinal arrival of spring, inthefullnessof our reflectionwith
gratitude upon the mystery of spring and community life, itis
enoughtosay, “May is.”

Peaceand Love, Bill.

MISSION STATEMENT
TheMission of the Congregation of the Unitarian Universaist Church of
Columbiais
* To keep our commitment to the seven principles of the Unitarian
Universdist Association;
* To act upon these principlesthrough acaring and friendly religious
community for personsof al agesand diversereligiousviews,
* To promote spiritual growth and the quest for truth;
* To build our covenant with fellow Unitarian Universalist Congregations.

Adopted by the Congregation on May 22, 1994

From thedesk of the Church
Adminidrator:

Pleasetake amoment to check
your addressand zipcode on
thelabd of thisnewdetter.
Thencal thechurch officeif a
correctionisneeded. (573-
442-5764) Thepostal service
requiresthat weverify and
correct all addressesand
Zipcodesat |east once each
year. Thanks, Kathie Bergmar

Vidgtor Orientation

One Sunday of each month
thereisregularly scheduled an
informal orientationtothis
churchled by theminister.
Thisshort sessonisdesigned
for our visitorsto meet Rev.
Haney and to ask him ques-
tionsabout our church.
Whether you are new to our
church or have been attending
for awhileyou areinvitedto
meet in Rev. Haney’soffice
after theworship serviceon
Sunday, May 16th.

Celebrating Our New
Membersingathering
Planned

To acknowledge thosewho
havejoined our churchthis
year, weareplanning aNew
Member Ingatheringon
Sunday, May 16, 2004 as part
of theWorship Service. All
new membershaving joined
since November 2003, and
othersinterestedin now joining
thechurchareinvitedto
participate. Contact the
church officeto let usknow
that youwill participateor if
you haveany questions.

]
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President’s Report

| wason my way to theairport for work the other day,
thinking of all the chores| had ill todo. Projectsat

Thiswasn't acamreflection. | wascaught inacycleof
“If only ..., my lifewould be better.” 1f only | finished
certaintasks, achieved certain things, my lifewould be
better.

For somereason | asked myself, “ Better thanwhat?’
That got meto thinking about what | haveinstead of what | haven’t
done. | havealovely house, afantabul ous husband, an interesting job,
money inthebank, agarden, friends, faith, family. Thelistislong.

Itissoeasy tofal intothetrap of “ not good enough” these days.
Itiseasy tofedl that we ourselvesdon’t measureup. Thereareso
many waysthat we canfal short. Weare constantly given messages
about how we could ook better. There are messageson how to be
better parents. How to make moremoney. How to havealovelier
home. Nowonder we are so dissatisfied and often seethe proverbia
glassashdf full.

| realized that we carry thisover into church. That dissatisfaction
of not having what wethink that we should or what we have beentold
weshould have. Itiseasy tofal intothetrap of thinking that wedon’t
have enough - members, money, programs. Or to think that we have
too much - programs, problems, repairs. It iseasy to compare our-
selvesto other congregations, perhapsapreviousonethat we be-
longed to - or to other denominations - perhapsamore conservative
onethat wefedl competitivewith.

Itisthistemptation of dissatisfactionthat preventsusfrom seeing
what we do have. What we haveisavibrant, caring congregation.
We have had over 30 peoplejoin sincethefal. Our programsare
strong and cover awiderange of interestsand needs. Wehavea
lovely building. Our canvasswas successful, raising about $10,000
morethan theyear before - and that with an uncertain economy.

True, wetill need to rebuild our reservefunds. And, yes,
there arerepairsto be made and maintenanceto bedone. Yet giving
into thetemptation to be dissatisfied will only dissipate our energy.
Rather we should embrace what we have and have achieved. Then,
with joy instead of frustration, we can role up our eevesand do
more.

Rebecca Graves, Board President

work, repairsat home, tasksfor church, thelist waslong.

Conversations, Etc.
Conversations, Etc. will meet for
abrown bag lunchand fellow-
ship at noon on Wednesday,
May 12th at the church. Al
women and friendsof the church
arewelcometo attend. Please
joinus. Saly Brownwill present
aprogramat 12:45p.m. She
will talk about women whowere
“moversand shakers’ inthe
founding and growth of the
Fellowship/Church-past and
not-so-past. Conversations,

Etc. will continueitsmonthly
meetingsthroughout the summer.
Program suggestionsmay be
offered to Betty Cook Rottmann
or Roberta Jones.

Everyone s invited!
First Sunday Potluck
Lunch
May 02, 2004
Immediately following
the worship service
In the Greeting Area at
the church
Bring adish to share!

YRUU Led ServiceMay 9

Y RUU Teenswill meet at the
Church for aLock-in May 8to
finishlagt-minuteplanning for the
YRUU-led serviceMay 9. This
isachancefor therest of our
congregation to seeusand get
toknow us, andfor ustorunthe
show. Itisasoachanceforus
toanswer thequestion “Why
AreYouYou? All YRUU teen
should planto beat thelock-in
to help plan and participate at
6:00 PM Saturday May 8.
Midnight Masswill beheld at
Midnight (of course).

|
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Services: 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30—-10:00 AM every Sunday)

Our church plans a lay-led service on one Sunday of each
month of the regular church calendar year. Lay-ministry enrichesus
all and helps maintain the tradition of lay-ministry as a vibrant part
of our church life. The Worship Associates are responsible for plan-
ning lay-led servicesin the upcoming year. If you have anidea for a
Sunday service or just want to help, contact a Wor ship Associate or
Rev. Bill Haney at the church.

May 02 “ToEducateand not to I ndoctrinate”

166 years ago, the concept of education and not indoctrination became
thenormfor our liberal religioustradition. Today wewould add aspiritua
and ethica dimensiontothat ideal. Thechildrenwill bewithusat the
opening of theservice. Our monthly potluck luncheon followsthe service.

May 09 Layled service-YRUU

Inthishot month o' May, we got some cool stuff comingup. YRUU is
gonnagraceyou all with their own cregtive chaosthis Sunday, May Sth
withtheir very own, YRUU “teen-led” service. So kick back with your
glasso’ lemonaide and get ready to rip-roar your way through ashowcase
of theway “today’syouth” would go to church.

May 16 “Member ship and Commitment”

Being amember of afreechurchisamatter of freechoice. Whatis
involvedinthat choice? How isit best acted out? Theservicewill include
the UU Singersand an In-gathering of new members.

May 23 “Idam’sRefor mation”

Religionisat theroot of the political and violent confrontation betweenthe
West and the Middle East. With extremist Mudlimscenter stage, istherea
moderatevoiceof Idam? Isit realistic to think ademocracy canwork in
theldamicworld?

May 30 “Your Own Spirit”

This, thelast of our worship servicesof the scheduled church year, will
recognize the overlooked importance of Memorial Day. Isit appropriate
that our war-machine mentality should take over thisday of remembrance?

TheUU Book Discussion Group will meet Friday, May

14 @ 5:30pm @ Formosa Restaurant 913A E.

g4 Broadway. Bring abook you haveread to discuss. Call
4 Pam Springsted for questions.

FORUM SCHEDULE

The Forum, an adult
discussion group, meetson
Sundays at 9-10 a.m. in the
Library, lower level of the
church. Conversation and
refreshments are offered
along with the discussion.
The Forum, as always, is
open to the public.

May 2 Iraqand theFuture
Herbert Tillema, Professor,
political science, U of Mo.-
Columbia

May 9 Amnesty I nterna-
tional Defending Human
Rights

GeorgeFrissell, Teacher and
students, Hickman High
School

May 16 Enforcingthe
SunshinelL aw

Doug Crews, Executive
Director, Missouri Press
Service, Inc.

May 23 Advancing Civil
Law

Daniel Ray Dunham, Attor-
ney, with Carlyle Foley Office

May 30 Patriot Act
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A Messagefrom the Youth
ReligiousEducation Committee

The RE Committee membersrecently
surveyed many of thefamiliesof our RE
Children regarding the new format of RE.
For thosewho are not familiar withthe new
format, we start with an expanded Centering
time. Thisisdesigned to betheprimary time
toimpart/discussUU vauesand traditions. Thechildrenthendivideinto
“interest groups,” including Games, Socia Action, Natureand Science,
and Arts. Theseareasaremultiage (K through 5th grades). The Potter
(preschool) children havetheir own class.

Our godsinthisformat areto build community, create afun experi-
encefor the children, so they want to cometo RE, and to address some of
thedisciplineissuesthat werearisingin theold classroom format, particu-
larly with some of the more boisterouschildren.

Hereisasummary of thefeedback wereceived: Overal, most families
likethebasicideaof themulti-ageinterest groups. Themajor exceptionto
thiswasamong familieswhose children are morequiet or shy and have
gotten overwhelmed by therel ative chaos of choosinginterest groups, and
put off by the uncertainty that resultswhen an interest group has not been
availablebecause of alack of teachers. Centering timewas seen as“too
long” by the parents of theyounger children, and“ geared too young” for
theolder children. There have definitely been fewer disciplineissuesthanin
past years.

In responseto these concerns, we areimplementing some changes
nextyear:

1. Centering will start out with al of the children for an opening
rainbow chalicelighting and offering, but then the Potter childrenwill goto
their classroom for an age appropriate story or activity, alowing therest of
centering to be pitched to the school agechildren.

2. Wewill makeit ahigh priority to alwaysoffer the Gamesoptionand
the Artsoption, to increase consistency and to meet the needs of both the
quietest and the most energetic children. We still hopeto offer both the
Socia Actionand the Nature and Science options, and will awaysoffer at
least one, but asalways, we are dependent on the avail ability of volunteer
teachers.

3. Wewill continueto serve snack intheinterest groups, achangethat
wasmade after Christmas, and certainly seemed to lessen the confusion.

Also, wewill continuekeeping classlists, and reminding children of
what interest areathey aresigned up for.

If wedidn’t get your input, or if you havefurther thoughtsand sugges-
tions, pleasefed freeto contact any member of the RE Committee:

Va Bader
KynaByerly
AllieGassmann
EllenThomas

BIBLE STUDY
Areyouinterestedina
Unitarian Universalist ap-
proachtotheBible- thatis,
from areasoned and non-
literd way? Thenjoinuson
the second and fourth
Sunday of each month at
9:00 AM downgtairsfor a
one-hour session co-led by
Stephen Blower and Rev.
Haney. Comejoinusinthe
Channing Room downdtairs.
Drop-insarewelcome. No
registration required.

Men’sBreakfast Group
TheMen'sBreakfast Group
meetsat 8 AM for breakfast
every 2nd and 4th Saturdays
at alocal restaurant. We
discusstopicsof current
interest. Everyoneiswel-
cometo attend. For loca-
tion, contact Sam Anand.

Caring Committee An-
nounces

AnneRobinswill bethe

Caring AssigtantinMay.
TheCaring Assgtantis
responsiblefor activatingthe
Caring Committeeinre-
sponseto our members
sggnificant lifetrangtionsor
achievementsor stressful
circumstances. Wedepend
upon each of youto alert us
to memberswho have
specid persond and family
needs. Jan Swaney and Allie
Gassmann, co-chairs

|
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Sudanese Family SettlesInto Columbia Neighbor hood

Our new Sudanesefamily isdoing wonderfully, thanksto themany U. U’s
who have shared with themin so many ways. Although they havebeeninthe
United Statesonly about 3 weeksafter spending 10 yearsin arefugeecamp,
they have made agood start on the process of becoming apart of their new
community. Their gpartment iscozy and comfortably furnished, thankstothe
members of Olivet Christian Church, the refugee center, aswell asthe
U.U’s, andthey areadequately supplied with food, clothing for dl, and some
toysfor thechildren.

Said (14) started West Junior HS Monday; Yusuf (9) and Zara(7)
garted Field Elementary School last week and arebeginningtolearn English
and makefriends. They al seemto have excellent teachers. Two and ahalf
year old Mustekbel and 5 year old Nuraare happy to bein pre-school while
their parentsattend classes at the Family Learning Center. All have com-
pleted their initial medical evaluationsand vaccinations. They areonthe
wey!

Mr. Totawasready to start ajob at Tiger Ice, only tofind out that itis
near Boonvilleand that hewon't be ableto commutethat far. Hewasvery
disappointed but hewill continueto study English at the Family Learning
Center until hecanfind ajob.

They arevery appreciative of the hel p they have been given, but would
like to becomeindependent as soon as possible. Until then, they will need
ass stance with rent, which is$500.00 per month. Our church did not make
acommitment to pay aset amount of their rent or expenses, but therefugee
center will need to hel p them with whatever we cannot. With that in mind,
our church hasstarted afund designated to assist with rent. Wewould wel-
comelargeor small contributionsto thisfund, which currently hasaba ance
of $1,000.00. Pleasecall Margaret Tyler, or Kathie Bergman for morein-
formation, or you could send adesignated contribution to the church. They
areawonderful family and they have been agreat joy towork with.
Margaret Tyler, Project Coordinator

'-. '-. '-. '-. '-. '-. '-. '-. '-. g '-. '-. '-. '-. '-. '-.
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Social Action Report
Southern Poverty Law Center: May Special Collection Recipient

The Specia Collection planned for May 23 will befor the nonprofit
Southern Poverty Law Center, known for thelegal victoriesit has
achieved against white supremaci s, itsexposing and tracking of hate
groups, and itstolerance education programs. SPLC wasfoundedin
1971 asasmdl civil rightsfirm, but itswork hasgreatly expanded since
then. Initsthree decades, SPL.C “hasachieved sgnificant legd victories,
including landmark Supreme Court decisionsand crushing jury verdicts
against hategroups.”

Co-founder Morris Dees hasrecelved numerous awards, ashas
SPLC. Deeshasspoken at many collegesand universities, including at
least twiceat UMC. (I remember hearing him here and being awed by
Mr. Dees.)

Social Action Report cont.
SPLC's “Teaching Toler-
ance’” magazineandteaching
kitsaredistributed freeto
over 500,000 K-12 educa-
torsaround the country.
They aredesignedto help
teachersdevel op respect and
understanding intheclass-
room.

TheCenter’s"Intelli-
genceReport” follows
activitiesof hateand white
supremacist groupsaround
thecountry. Thesearealso
terrorist groups. By repre-
senting injured partiesincivil
law suits, SPL C hasbeen
ableto shut down some of
thesegroups.

You canlearnmore
about thisworthy organiza-
tionby vigting
www.splcenter.org. | have
personally contributed to
SPLCfor many years, and |
assume othersof usdo also.
| hopeyouwill comeon
May 23 prepared to make a
financid contributionto
SPL C on behaf of our
church. SteveMudrick

Thank you to all:

The second Special
Collection, taken on
March 28, brought around
$500 to Amnesty Interna-
tional USA. Thank you to
allwho contributed.
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WE DID IT!!
Do you know what you havedone? You gaveagift toyour church, andin
doing so you gifted yourself with acaring community which can beginto
manifest moreof itsvisonsand promises.

The Generosity Teamwas convinced that you would pay for what you vaue,
and you have. We asked youto find your visionfor thischurchand helpto
manifest that vision. You responded asgenerously aswe had hoped. The
canvass/pledgedrive hasbeen agreat success. All of uswho pledged have
given oursalvesand thischurch agift-the gift of our commitment toashared
vison. Aswegather tovoteon next year’sbudget, | want al of you to pat
someone on the back and say “ Congratulations’, because each of usde-
servesit.

OK, sothecanvassdriveisfinished. It'stimeto start on next year’sdrive.
Thefirst order of businessisto expand the Team. It says something about
how much fun this has been that those who have served thisyear are con-
tinuing with the Team, but we al so need some new blood. That could beyou.
Wewould liketo add to our team:

** A star or two who have beeninthe church ayear or less-for the per-
spective of anewcomer to our community.

** A gtar or twowith childreninour Sunday school. Right now wehave
only one of these people on the Team, and need to expand that part of our
vison.

** A star or two who knows something about public relationswork, so
that we can advertise our processeven moreeffectively.

** A gtar or two who are creative and imaginative, to give usnew, cre-
ativeidess.

** A star or twowho arereally good at selling and enthusi astic about
sdlingthechurch.

** A star or twowho arejust plain enthusiastic.

You could come up and volunteer-tell Barbaraor Lindaor some other
member of the Team that you areinterested. Tell Bill Haney, or Kathie
Bergman, or someone on the Board. Or-we can buttonhole some of you
after aservice oneof these Sundays. Oneway or another, wewouldliketo
have our Teamin placeand starting to function by theend of May. Comeon
inandjointhefun. BarbaraCarter and LindaL enau

A Reminder from the Board of
Trustees:
Congregational Meeting
Unitarian Universalist Church
Sanctuary
Noon on Sunday, May 2, 2004

UU’s& God Study Group
Will Form

“A study groupisforming
out the‘UUs& God’
presentation givenon April
18. It will beled by Loretta
Willemsandwill beginby
reading arecent book by
UU minister Gary Kowa ski,
* Science and the Search for
God*. Thisbook isan
excdllent introductionto
Process Theol ogy, atheol-
ogy that hasboth theist and
non-theist forms. Booksmay
be ordered through the book
table. If youwouldlikemore
information fed freeto speak
to Lorettaat church or call
her at home, phone number
inthedirectory.”

e Ly

Writers Groups

New writers are always
welcome! Writing the stories
of our lives can lead us to
laughter and tears, deepen
our spirituality and connec-
tions to our families and
friends. Theonly requirement
isto bring afavorite writing
instrument and some paper to
these Saturday morning shar-
ing times. Both groups meet
inthe Centering Room at the
church from 10 am until
noon.
Mixed group May 1and 15
Women'sgroup May 8 & 29
On June 12 both groupswill
meet at LindaLenau’'sfor
end-of-theyear picnic.

|
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Mark Your Calendar for the
All Church Indoor Recycling Festival (Garage Sale)
Friday and Saturday May 7 & 8th,
8a.m.-1p.m.

Collection days: Tues, Wed., Thurs. nights(5/4 - 5/6), 6-8 p.m. Bring your itemsto the church. Pre-marked
pricesaregreat, but optiona. Pickupisavailablefor thoselacking transportation.

Itemsneeded: All household, yard and garageitems, except Adult Clothing. Children’sitems, sportsarticles,
books, furniture, luggage, toys, e ectronics, computers, rugs, decorations, fabrics, live plantsand troublesome,
cluttering itemsfrom your drawers, atticsand storage spacesare badly needed.

Please notethat really specia art or antiqueitems should bereserved for thefall UU Art & Antique Festival
(Oct. 16-17), which beginsat 4 p.m. with awine/cheese reception and silent auction of art & antiques.

Helpisstill needed to prepareand hold thegarage sale. If you havetwo hoursto givetheweek of 5/3 -
5/9, pleaselet usknow a.s.ap. Availablejobsincludetable setup, refreshments, merchandising, sign manage-
ment and inventory control. Many great hel pershave already volunteered, but weneed morehelp!! You'll have
agreat time, by theway. Workersget to buy at theearly bird saleon Thursday night!!!

For moreinformation, to volunteer or to request apickup, please call Marianne Erickson. Thisisyour oppor-
tunity to help our green sanctuary effortsand improvethe church’sfinancid statusin onefell swoop!




