THE
. SEARCHLIGHT

R \ ;
Sy me=  THE NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH oF CoLumsia, MO No. 8, ApriL, 2004

The Searchlightisa
monthly publication of
the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of
Columbia,

2615
Shepard
Bivd,
Columbia,
Missouri
65201

Inside This | ssue;

Wor ship Services
Page No 3

Forum discussions
Page No. 8

Minister’s
Musings
Page No. 2

President’sReport
Page No. 3

FRONT PAGE NEWS
FLOWER COMMUNION

Each year at Easter, we celebratearitual uniqueto our Unitarian Uni-

versalist tradition. Initiated in 1923 by Norbert Capek, aCzech
Unitarian minister, to addressthediversity within hiscongregationin
Prague, the Flower Communion became animportant ritein our
movement. Capek wasarrested by theNazisand diedinacon-
centration camp. Inaway, the Flower Communionisamemorial to
him. Itisalso recognition that aseach person bringsablossomto the
worship service; it will be combined with othersto form abouquet of
diversity. Attheend of theservice, each onewill takeablossom fromthe
bouquet asagift from astranger, binding the community together initsoneness
and asacommunion of al souls. Remember to bring aflower to churchon
Easter Sunday, April 11™.

Central Midwest District Annual M eeting

April 23-25inLide, Illinois.

Walking Our Talk: Our Proud Heritage& Present Challenge
Thereisasmall amount of money in the church’s operating budget to cover

registration feesfor our delegates. If you haveany interestingoingtothis

annua event which includes programs, worship services, workshops, and the

annua busi ness meeting, contact Kathiein the church office or RebeccaGraves,

Board President.

f Creating a Culture of Peace — in Ourselves, our Families, our Churchx

our Community and our World: Family Forum — 2003-2004
Thisforum seriesisfor everyone! Each sessonisexperiential and only
requiresaninquiring mind, an open heart and alistening ear. Childcareis
provided, but sign upsin advance are necessary. Second Sunday of each
monthin the Forum Room from noon to 2 PM. Bring your own lunchesor
call atake-out.

April 18- A Culture of Peacein our Community, our nation, our world
—what are our responsibilities? Global citizenship. Facilitator: Dr.
SharonWelch

Sign up at the Book Tablefor al or one of the sessions, or contact Fran

&Reynolds J
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MINISTER'S MONTHLY MUSINGS
CLOSERTOGETHER

I’ ve never seen the church drawn closer together than now. Every
timethereisadisruptioninthe human fabricinour midst, weare
testedin our faith and religiouscommunity. What happened nearly
two-and-a-half-years ago was perhapsfor most of usremote, not
at al directly connected to us. Themurder of Heitholt wastruly
tragic. Sucheventsaredifficultto absorb. Wearesodeluged daily
by mediacoverage of human tragedy to the point our sensesand
compassion can be numbed and annulled. However, the events
that began on theevening of March 10" changed all of that for us.
To havethe son of oneof our membersalleged to beinvolvedinthe
death of Heitholt is another tragedy of staggering proportions.
What happened inthe past isno longer abstract, but real, right in
our midst. Mediacoverage becomesvisceral. Weareovercome
with grief, at aloss of what to do and how to doit. Now that the
legal and justice system isunderway, thereisn’t much we can do
for theson. | will, of course, beavailablefor him on behalf of the
community. We can continueto be attentive to the needs of the
family.

Inthesetimesof trial, we aregiven openingsto liveout our faith.
Wearegiventhegift of truly seeing the goodnessthat each person
possesses, regardlesswhatever human brokenness may occur to
edrangeus. Wearegiven chancesto bring therdigiouscommunity
together inrareways. The courage demonstrated by thefamily in
itsmomentsof severetrid will beanexamplefor dl of us. Theflow
of lifeissuch we cannot avoid the brokennessthat randomly de-
scendsupon us. Thegift and gracewereceiveinthese momentsof
tragedy and grief isthat weasafaith community are brought closer
together.

Peaceand Love,

fTwoinformational meetingshavebeen scheduled to)
give UU member san opportunity todiscussthe
changestothechurch bylaws:

Bill.

*Sunday, April 4th inthesanctuary during the potluck
*Wednesday, April 21 at 7 p.m.

Todd Ivesonwill facilitatethemeetings. Copiesof the
proposed bylawsareavailablefor anyonerequesting
&them inadvancefrom the church administrator.

unitarian.church.missouri.org
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From theBoard of
Trustees:

Congregationa Meseting
UnitarianUniversaist
Church Sanctuary
Noon on Sunday, May
2, 2004

Membersarehereby notified
of theannual May Congrege-
tional Meeting. Themeeting
will take placein the sanctuary
whilemembersenjoy the
potluck lunch. Pleasemark
your calendarsand planto
attend.

Agenda-

1) Treasurer’'sReport
2) Vote on 04/05 Budget
3) Vote on New Bylaws
4) Annual Reportsfrom
President, Minister, and
Director RE

5) Other Reports

Childcarewill beofferedin
theNursery.

“ A member shall becomea
voting member 60 days
from the date of joining.”
——Bylaws, Articlelll,
Section 2
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President’s Report

Wefinished up thefirst Wel coming Congregation workshop seriesin
mid-March. 30 people madethe commitment to attend two hours
each Sunday evening for 10 weeks. During thistime, wewrestled with
guestions such aswhat does gender mean? What does sexual orienta-
tion mean? When did | become aware of my gender and sexua
orientation? Havel dways“felt” likeagirl and havel awaysliked
boys? Did | haveany choicein being aheterosexual ? It wasgood to
takethetimeto think and talk about thiswith others. After all, how
can| welcomewhat | don’t understand?

Havethesepast 10 weeksanswered al my questions? Of course not.
Theworkshop answered some questions but raised others. Whilel
learned about the history of the gay liberation movement, | found that |
was confused about the difference between transgendered and
transexua. | heard fromthreemothersraisedintraditiona faithswho
found that the sonsthey loved weregay. They learned to demand
more of their faith and to keep loving their sonsjust asthey are. |
wonderedif my family would have continued tolovemehad | been
borndifferent.

Therearestill moretalksand workshopsto go beforewe can clamto
beaWelcoming Congregation. | inviteeveryoneto attend at least one
event. It might feel awkward or unsafe. | realizethat | need to make
more of an effort mysaf to understand folkswho are“ traditional” or
“conservative.” And, yes, | sometimesfee awkward or unsafe. Yet, if
| stay at adistance, if | do not challenge myself to understand others, |
cannot claim to seetheinherent worth in them, to accept them and to
encouragetheir spiritual growth. | cannot claim my owninherent worth
and spiritua growth.

RebeccaGraves

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Services. 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30—10:00 AM every Sunday)

Our church plans a lay-led service on one Sunday of
each month of the regular church calendar year. Lay-ministry
enriches us all and helps maintain the tradition of lay-ministry
asa vibrant part of our church life. The Worship Associates
areresponsiblefor planning lay-led servicesin the upcoming
year. If you have an idea for a Sunday service or just want to
help, contact a Wor ship Associate or Rev. Bill Haney at the
church.

04 Apr *“ Feasting for
Freedom’

Passover has two meanings:
“the season of our libera-
tion” and “the holiday of
spring.” Although not all of
us are steeped in the Jewish
tradition, we can learn the
value of this period of re-
demption. The children
will be with us at the open-
ing of the service. Our
monthly potluck luncheon
follows the service.

T1Apr “Much Ado About
Gibson's ‘Gospel’” (Easter
Sunday)

Either by slight of hand or
serendipity, “The Passion”
Is receiving record box of-
fice returns in the few
weeks that approach Easter.
So, what’s going on here?
This Easter service will in-
clude the UU Singers and
our Annual Flower Com-
munion.

18 Apr “The Profound
Depths of Community”

What does it mean to be a
part of a religious commu-
nity? What does “commu-
nity” mean for those who
insist they are not “into or-
ganized religion”?

25Apr “ Dancing and Fight-
ing: Metaphorsfor Building
Peace’ PeaceBuilding Team
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Y RUU Easter Brunch -

We have atradition that the Teens cook us brunch on Easter Suﬁ('jgy’
Whoever thought thisup wasbrilliant! Church membersdonatetasty,
breakfasty items such aseggs, pancakefixings, strawberries, and
bacon, and the Y RUU teenssdll it back to themintheform of Brunch
after the Easter servicel

Sunday April 11isthedatefor theBrunch. Therewill bealock-inat
thechurch Saturday April 10, starting at 6:00 PM. Y RUU Midnight
Masswill beat Midnight. Thisisafundraiser for our Y RUU summer
trip. All'YRUU Teensshould planto help out!

JOYSAND CONCERNS

We hopethat the new format of the sharing board has been useful

and helpful . Please do make ample use of it!

> Itissogood to have Dwight Rieman amongst usagain!

» CharlesRobertswasvery ill, butiscurrently, at thewriting of
thisnewdetter, at Rusk Rehab Center, and recovering well. We
wish him continued healing and recovery.

» Bob Breitenbach hashad somephysical therapistsworking with
him, and he has been ableto get up and even walk abit. Our
continuing thoughtsand prayersarewith Bob and Hazel.

» We send our thoughtsand prayersto the Murphy family, as Joe
isbeing deployed to an unknown destination; the Wright family,
and especialy Emily Wright, uponthelossof aclassmateand
friend of hers, andto Bill Haney asheisinthemidst of putting
hismother in hospice.

» Marianne Erickson and her family and loved onesand Kent
Heitholt and hisfamily and loved onesand dl othersinvolved are
so much on our mindsand our heartfelt best wishesgo out to all
of them.

If you need assistance or know of someonewho does, please

contact the Caring Assistant for April, Ann Gowans. Jan Swaney

and Allie Gassmann, Co-chairsof Caring Committee

Visitor Orientation

On the second Sunday of the
month thereisregularly sched-
uledaninformal orientationto
thischurchled by the minister.
Thisshort sessonisdesigned
for our visitorsto meet Rev.
Haney and to ask him questions
about our church. Whether you
arenew to our church or have
been attending for awhileyou
areinvitedto meetin Rev.
Haney’soffice after theworship
serviceon Sunday, April 11,
2004.

DISCOVER UU

Therewill betwo sessionsthis
month about the Unitarian
Universaist heritage. Thefir,
“Discover UU History,” will be
conducted at 7:00 PM at
church on Tuesday, April 6.
The second session, “ Discover
UU Church,” will bethesame
time, 7:00 PM, on Tuesday,
April 20. Contact the church
officeto register for thisimpor-
tant series. Childcarewill be

e N

Everyone s invited!
First Sunday Pot-
luck Lunch

April 4, 2004
Immediately following
thewor ship service

IntheGreetingArea
at thechurch

Bringadishtoshare!

N\ S
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Conver sations, Etc.
Theregular meeting of Conver-
sations, Etc. will be Wednesday,
April 14 at the church at noon.
Themestingisopentodl
women of thechurch. Thisisthe
fifth year we have been gathering
on the second Wednesday of the
month for brown baglunch and
conversation. Therewere 12
members present for thetalk

and discussionled by Melinda
Farhangi concerning problems
andwar intheMiddleEast. She
provided background informa-
tion about the peopleand land
thatislsragl and Palestine.

Theformat for our April 14
meetingwill bealittledifferent,
inthat abrown bag lunchisnot
required, but youmay bring one
if you choose. Indianfood items
will be prepared by Suse Anand
and MeindaFarhangi and will
be eaten by thegroup for lunch.
It'ssuggested that those attend-
ing bring fruit of their choice.
Telephonere- minderswill be
made on Monday beforethe
Wednesday meeting. If you
desireto come or have ques-
tions, call RobertaJones or Sue
Bader.

Monthly Book Discussion
Group
TheUU Book Discussion Group
will meet at 5:30 p.m., Friday,
April 9" at the Formosa Restau-
rant, 913A East Broadway
(upper level). Bring abook you
haveread to share. For ques-
tionscal Pam Springsted!.

Full Day Mindfulness Retr eat
Saturday, April 24from9amto
4p.m. Pleasejoinusfor anfull
day of meditation and yoga
practices.

Thisretreat isopento begin-
ning aswell asexperienced
meditators. Itisbest totry and
atend theentireretreat but if you
cannot, pleasefed welcometo
attend what you can. If you plan
tojointheretreat whilein
progress, pleaseplanto arrive
duringatimewhenwearenot
gttinginmeditation (walking,
yoga, lunch). Thereisnoneedto
register for theretreat. Please
bringasack lunchif you are
planning on staying over the
lunch hour. Please do not wear
perfume/aftershaveor bring cel
phone/beeping watches.

Co-Led by Lynn Rossy,
Ginger Lynn, and Christy Hutton
Co-Sponsored by the MU
Mindful ness Practice Center and
Show MeDharma

Caring Committee Announces
Ann Gowanswill bethe Caring
Assistant in April. The Caring
Assistant isresponsiblefor acti-
vating the Caring Committeein
responseto our members signifi-
cant life transitions or achieve-
mentsor stressful circumstances.
We depend upon each of you to

adert us to members who have

special personal and family
needs.

Social Action Reports

Good Start for Specia Collec-
tions...

Wehad agreat start for
our Specia Collection program,

by which contributionsare
madein thenameof our church.
At the February 29th service,
those present donated $793 for
St Francishouse. Also, the
youth RE, led by Ellen Thomeas,
madeablanket for St. Francis
House. Thank youtoall who
donated.

Opportunitiesfor Tutoring...
Severa yearsago, SAC
did achurch survey showing
that “tutoring” interested the
most people. Hereisan
opportunity inthat areal Re-
cently, the ColumbiaHousing
Authority received astate grant
toassist youth, aged 6t0 16, in
after school tutoring (home-
work, reading and math skills).
They need moretutorsthan
anticipated. They arelooking
for contributionsto hiremore
tutors, or donationsof 16 hours
amonthtutoring. Call Carrie
Brown if you areinterested.

Volunteer Opportunities:

Newsdletter Editor- New editor
needed to begin work in August
2004. Volunteer must befamil-
iar with PageMaker program.
Work can be doneinyour home
and takes approximately 6 hours
a month. Contact Kathie
Bergmaninthechurch office.

Facility Cleaning Team- Volun-
teersneeded each week for light
cleaning in the church. Work
with afriend! Commit to one
week or al year long! Contact
Kathie Bergman in the church
office

%« |
The Searchlight of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbia, April, 2004 Page 5

unitarian.church.missouri.org




Welcoming Congregation
Newsand Events
Submitted by Stephanie Dorman,

Welcoming Congregation Com-
mittee co-chair

The Welcoming Congrega-
tion Committeeinvitesyouto get
involvedinour activities.

e On Friday, May 14 (7-9 p.m.)
cometo our first Welcoming
CongregationMovieNightinthe
Centering room. For more
details, please contact Christy
Hutton or Carol

Siively.

¢ Joinusfor our regular commit
teemeetings, whichareheldthe
last Sunday of each month at
noon inthe Forum room.

e Addyour expertisetothe
Inclusve Language Guiddines
sub-committee. Weneed help
craftingtheseguidelines. Contact
Liz Graznak or

Christy Huttonfor

detalls.

e Many eventsareheld regularly
in Columbiafor Leshians, Gays,
Bisexuds, Transgenders
(LGBTs) and Allies. If youare
interested in these opportunities,
please seethe Welcoming
Congregation bulletinboardin
the church’sgreeting areaand/or
send anemail to Stephanie
Dorman

to beincluded onthe Welcoming
Congregation’semail list.

Sunday, March 14 marked the
|ast session of our 10-week Wel-
coming Congregation workshop
series. Thirty participantsfromin-
side and outside our church
brought their quest for knowledge
and open-minded insight to dis-
cussions, pand sgiven by commu-

nity members, mural and picture
drawing, video viewing, and sev-
eral other activities. During our
last session, we considered the
guestion, “What next?’ onindi-
vidual, congregational, and com-
munity levels. Here are afew
ideas; perhapsthey will speak to
youl.

o Take Safe Spacetraining
offered by theLGBT Resource
Center at MU. Contact Adam
Brighamfor information.

e Talk to our children.

e Take on the Boy Scouts of
America

« Beopenwith my extended fam-
ily about my support for LGBTS.
e Contact friends in counties
other than Boone and ask them
to speak with their state repre-
sentatives and senators about
House Bill 885 (nondiscrimina-
tion policy) and the proposed
constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage. Carol Snively and
Stephanie Dorman have more
details.

o Participatein Welcoming Con-
gregation actions to make
LGBTs more welcome in our
church.

e Teach the Our Whole Lives
(OWL) sexuality educationat all
available levels, kindergarten
through adults.

o Actively support through action
and money projects such asthe
Center Project, whichisagroup
working to build a community
center for LGBTSs.

e Elect LGBTs into public of-
fices

e Support businesses that are
LGBT-friendly.

We are tentatively planning to
hold the workshop series again

as a weekend-long event this
summer. Please watch the an-
nouncementsand newd ettersfor
moreinformation in upcoming
weeks.

Deadline Extended for
wUUrld'sAlaska
FiveAlaskaUU fellowships
have extended to April 15the
reservation deadlinefor their
June, July & August eco-
Spiritudity programs—seventh
year! Thegroupsstay inUU
homes, enjoy servicesand
partieswith Alaskan UU’sand
travel by train, planeand ship.
They travel throughout the state
to seewhales, seaotters, sedls,
bears, caribou, and arctic birds
inthewild, Mt. McKinley and
spectacular fjordswith glaciers
cavingicebergs, nativearts&
villagesfromtheArctic Ocean
to the southeast. Come before
or after the UUA-GA to cut
travel expenses. Website
www.wuurld.org, phonetoll-
free 1-888, 998-8753 or e-mail
info@wuurld.org for brochure.
Rev. Dick and Mary Weston-
Jones, guides.

|
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GRO (GrassRoots Organizing)
APRIL RECIPIENT OF OUR
SPECIAL COLLECTION

TheSocid Action Committee
has selected GRO to bethe
April - 04 recipient of our
special Faith-To-Action offering.
That specid offeringissched-
uled to take place on Sunday,
April 26,2004. GROisa
central Missouri organization
formed in October of 2000.
Acceptinvery rareand emer-
gency instances, it doesnot
providedirect aidintheform of
financia assstance, food, health
care, shelter, etc. Instead, it
seeksto assist the needy by

hel ping themto organize, to
effectively speak out, andto
makeeffectiveuse of existing
federal, state, local, and private
programsand sources of
assistance. It advocateson
behalf of theneedy, and it
testifiesbeforelocal, state, and
federa agencies, legidative
committees, departments, and
individud programofficids. In
the organization’sownwords,
“Themission of GRO—Grass
RootsOrganizingisto createa
grassrootsmechanismthat gives
voicetoindividuasand commu-
nitiesin the pursuit of economic
justiceand humanrights...GRO
leadersareinstrumenta in
shaping policiesandinitiating
positivereformsthat benefit dl
Missouri familieswho struggleto
makeendsmest...” Such efforts
and activitiesarecostly, and
GROitsdf isinneed of financial
assistance. GROreceives
financid adfromseverd
sources. Itisalready fundedin

part by the Jefferson City
Diocesan of the Catholic Cam-
paignfor Human Devel opment,
theUnitarian Universdist Fund
for aJust Society and Veatch
Program, and someindividua
churches.

TheSocid Action Committee
seeksto add the support of our
Churchtothisworthy organiza-
tionand itscauses. On Sunday,
April 26, please cometo Church
prepared to makeafinancia
contribution during thespecia
offeringthat will becollectedin
support of GRO andthevery
important work that it does.
Contributionsto the specia
collectionwill betax deductible
and should be made payableto
theUnitarianUniversdist
Church. The Churchwill com-
bined| contributionsand will
then make one check payableto
therecipient. No one should feel
forced or even coerced to
contributetothiscollection. Ye,
we hope and believethat most of
our members, friends, and
vigtorswill choosetogive. If
onewantsto contribute, but
cannot do so on the Sunday,
April 26, pleasegoto the Socia
Action Committee Table, located
inthegathering areaof the
Church, and take aspecial
collection envelopewithwhich
your contribution can be made
prior tothedesignated collection
date.

Adult ReligiousEducation
UU’sand God

“UU’sand God’, the presenta-
tion by Dr. LorettaWillemsthat
had to be canceled |ast October,
hasbeen rescheduled 7 - 8:30
p.m. on Sunday evening, April
18", Prior registrationis
required. Thisone-timeclass,
based on UU President William
Sinkford'seditorid inthe
March/April UU Worldin
which theword* God” wasused
and subsequently raised sounds
of darmthroughout UU circles!
Thisseminar will bean historica
treatment that will culminatein
theissuesinvolvedinthis
controversy. Fromthisseminar
thegroupwill continuethe
debate-discuss on-interchange
on Process Theology and the
“God-option” at timesconve-
nient tothegroup. Dateswill be
infuturenewdetters

Men’sBreakfast Group
The Men’'s Breakfast Group
meets at 8 AM for breakfast
every 2" and 4" Saturdays at
alocal restaurant. Wediscuss
topicsof currentinterest. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.
For location, contact Sam
Anand.

|
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FORUM SCHEDULE

THE FORUM, AN ADULT DISCUSSION GROUP, MEETS ON
SunDpAYs AT 9-10 A.M. IN THE LIBRARY, LOWER LEVEL
OF THE CHURCH. CONVERSATION AND REFRESHMENTS
ARE OFFERED ALONG WITH THE DISCUSSION. THE
FORUM, AS ALWAYS, IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

4/4 “ Taking Action as a Church Commu-
nity” Presented by membersof the Green
Sanctuary Group Can our UU Congregation,
knownfor it' smembers diversity of perspec-
tive, find sufficient unity of purposeto act
together toward acommon socia goa?
Today’ s presentersthink theanswer is*yes!”.
They will sharetheir al-church project idess,
andwill invitememberstojointogether in
making acommitment to one of thesefor the
2004-05 church year.

Non-Proft Org
US Postage Paid
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65201

Permit No. 81

4/11 * Romance after Fifty as Depicted on Film.”
Robert Dolliver, Ph.D., retired professor of psychol-
ogy, will share hisobservationson how romance
among theover-fiftiescrowdistreated in movies,
illustrated by brief excerptsfrom recent filmssuch as
“Something'sGot to Give.”

4/18 “ The Contrast between How the British
Treated the Aborigines of New Zealand and
Australia.” Psychologists Carlaand Wayne Ander-
sonwill sharetheirimpressonsfromtheir tripin
February about past problemsand present conditions
of the native popul ationsin thelandsbeneath the
Southern Cross.

4/25 “ Experiences as a Transgender Person.”
Janet Heeter, avisitor from Manhattan, Kansas, will
share her perspectives, aspart of our church’spro-
gram to becomea\Welcoming Congregation.




