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Membership
in this church
is open to all

All who choose to

walk with us in the

spirit of love and in
agreement with our UU
principles. We have no
creedal requirements for
membership. To become a
member one signs our
Membership Book on the
last Sunday of any month
in the presence of the
Minister and another
member of the church. If
you wish to become a
member, please speak to
Rev. Haney or call the
church office at 442-

5764.
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) FRONT PAGE NEWS
Bible Study

Areyouinterested inaUnitarian Universalist approach tothe Bible—that is,
from areasoned and non-literal way? Thenjoin uson the second and
fourth Sunday of each month at 9:00 AM downstairsfor aone-hour
session co-led by Stephen Blower and Rev. Haney. If you attended
thesessionslast year, you will have aready been engaged with
Genesisand Exodus. Wewill continuethischurchyear beginning
withthe minor prophets, starting with the Book of Joshuaand finish
our overview of the Hebrew Bibleby December. Comejoinusin
the Channing Room downstairs. Drop-insarewelcome. Noregistra-
tionrequired.

UU History & ValuesCovenant Group

TheUU Vaues|n The World Covenant Group isnow meeting the second and
fourth Monday each month at 7:00 PM instead of 7:30. At our October 27
meetingwe |l continuediscussing thefirst fifteen questionsfound at
www.uunashua.org/100g/, which seek to defineand explan UU. We' Il al'so
consder futurediscussiontopics. All arewelcometojoin us, including non-
members. Moreinformation can beobtained at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
UUHigtVal for anyoneinterestedinjoining.

Vigtor Orientation

Onthe second Sunday of the month thereisregularly scheduled aninformal
orientationtothischurchled by theminister. Thisshort sessonisdesigned for
our visitorsto meet Rev. Haney and to ask him questionsabout our church.
Whether you are new to our church or have been attending for awhileyou are
invited to meet in Rev. Haney’ s office after theworship service on Sunday,
November 9",

Spirituality Covenant Group

The Spirituality Covenant Group isopen to new members. Wewill bemeeting
every third Thursday of themonth from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Babysitting will be
available. Wewill bedoing group spiritua direction. Wewill be spending some
timeinsilence, and out of the silence peoplewill speak about what isof spiritua
concernto them. If you have questionsand/or if you areinterested injoining us,
please contact Allie Gassmann.
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MINISTER’'S MONTHLY MUSINGS
“InEverything Give Thanks. .. ."

We are embarking upon the season of thanksgiving. The clock isset back towhat somefed isGod'stime
—why messaround with thecosmoslikethat! Sothedaysdarken sooner, theleavesaredropping for the
yard roundup. By theend of themonth, wewill beinthe starknessof apending winter. Asidefromthe
Pilgrim’sharvest, how can one be thankful with such descending darkness and bareness? Infact, how can
onebethankful with so much pain andinjusticeintheworld?

My colleague, the Reverend Danid Budd liftsthisissueup. Hesays, “ Around Thanksgiving, just about
every year, my thoughtsreturn to asermon by Peter Fleck from hisbook, The Mask of Religion. Init, he
raisesan important question. Heasks: ‘. . . dowe havearight to bethankful aslong asothersare ex-
cluded from sharinginthe blessngsweenjoy? Theanswer tothisquestionliesin theredization that
thankfulness, whileit may relateto specifics, hasan absolute character. To givethanksisabasic human
need, an essentia element inour relationshipto theuniverse. Thankfulnessisindependent of specifics.’”
Whileeach of usdoes have aspecific to bethankful for, we can do as Paul of Tarsusoffers. “In everything,
givethanks.”

Peaceand Love, Bill.
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CELEBRATING OUR MEMBERS

New membersjoining in September: Tawnee Dufur, Allison Ehret, Jennifer Del_ucy, and
David Rosman.

JOYSAND CONCERNS
Congratul ationsto PatriciaM orrow and Robert Habenstein on their wedding on October 2.

". ". ". * ". ". * ". ".
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From thedesk of the Church Administrator:
If you aretrying to contact someonewho may bein the church at atime other than during theregular
businesshoursyou may want totry calling thetelephonein thekitchen. That number isnot theregular
church phone number but is875-6616. Thisinformationispublishedinour church directory butisnotinthe
local tel ephone book.
The 2003-2004 Church Directory isready for distribution to members of the church and to participating
friends. Itwill beavailableat theVisitors Tableinthegreeting areaall through the month of November, so
pick one up whenyou are here.
Thereare many volunteer tasksthat the church depends onfor its program and eventsto run smoothly
and to make surethat the building and grounds are cared for. We ask all membersand friendsto pitchin by
choosing severd tasksthat they arewillingto do. Please consider serving at theVisitors Tableor asan
usher intheupcoming year. | will be happy to hear from you on any Sunday!
Many thanksto PatriciaMorrow, Casey Goodman, Peter Holmes, Caya Tanski, Pat Kraff, Rosetta
Miller and Christine Doerr for helping out inthe kitchen by preparing and serving coffee on Sundaysinthe
last month or so. And for staying to help clean up. Liz Palazzolo and K atherine Corey continueto oversee
thisvolunteer work and do appreciateit if you can sign-up in advanceto volunteer aSunday or two.
Kathie Bergman
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President’s Report

Sometimes| am tempted to think that | put in quiteabit of work being board president. Thereare
thoselong monthly meetingsfollowed by the not-quite-so-long monthly executive committee meetings. Then
| stopand ook around.

Last week, for example, | wasableto maketheart auction after all. Between getting avery great
deal onlunchandfinding afew treasures, | noticed al of thework that went into making thisfund rai ser
happen. Sharon Hanson and thefund raising committeedid an extraordinary job of pulling together al of the
art and setting up the displays. Marianne Erickson and crew spent hoursin the kitchen preparing, serving
and cleaningupfood. Then therewerethe memberswho volunteered to provide music and thosewho
worked on art projectswith thechildren.

Thisset metothinking. Intheschemeof things, do| really do that much morework that anyone
else? Even moreimportant, isthat theright question to be asking? Wouldn't it be better, when | am tempted
tothink of all thework that | am doing, not to ask how much work are others doing but to ask myself the
question, “isit really aburden?’ | could also ask the question, “why do| doit?’

Tothequestion, “isit aburden?’ theanswer is, no, itisnot. Oh, yes, being onthe board doestake
timeand effort. However, that isnot thesame. Itistimeand effort that | have offered to give. Which brings
up thenext question, “why?” Theanswer tothisissmply that | valuethe Unitarian Universalist church and
what it offersme.

I know that there arefolkswho don’t need organized religion intheir life. I’mnot one of them. |
cravethefelowship of gathering on a Sunday morning to shareinthewonder of why. Why weexist. Why
thereissomuchjoy inlife. Why thereisso much pain. Sometimes| come needing asecurity blanket for the
cold rawness of thiswhy — to the probability that there might not be apoint to our existence, to the prob-
ability that there might not be an antidoteto suffering. Other times, | come seeking achanceto rejoicewith
othersintheexquisitenessof life—sunlight through adew laden spider web, laughing over amed with family,
thekindnessof strangers.

| value our church becauseitisaplacewherel can continueto grow spiritualy. | mentioned two
columnspast that | had been both aPresbyterian and aChristian Scientist. Both religionsserved mewell for
atime; but, whether | outgrew them or simply walked another path, they nolonger fit. Fromwhat | have
heard, read and experienced with UU isthat | will be ableto seek, learnand grow spiritualy for alongtime
beforel outgrow thisreligion.

So, the answer to my question of why do | givemy time and energy, isthat churchisimportant. |
want to seeit continue and to be herefor myself and others seeking such aplaceto grow in sprit. When|
amtempted to think that | amworking too hard, | remember this. And, for al of youwho arealsoworking
for the church, thank you. Your work isnoticed and appreciated.

Rebecca Graves, UU Board President

Caring Committee Announces Monthly Book Discussion UU Singletarians

Jan Swaney isthe Caring Assis- Group TheUU Singletarianshave
tant for November. The Caring TheBook Discussion Group will created awebsite. If you
Assistant activates the Caring meet Friday, November 14 @ wouldliketojointheonline
Committee in response to our the FormosaRestaurant, 913A group and stay informed
members' significant lifetransi- E Broadway @ 5:30 pm. Bring about what isgoing on,
tionsor achievementsor stressful abook you haveread to share. please contact Deborah
circumstances. We depend upon All arewedcome. Cal Pam Fnfgdd.

each of you to aert usto mem- Springsted if you haveques-

bers who have special personal tions.

andfamily needs.

|
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WORSHIP SERVICES

(Meditation 9:30—-10 AM every Sund

Our church plans a lay-led service on one Sunday of each month of the
ministry enriches us all and helps maintain the tradition of lay-ministry as a vibr
Wor ship Associates are responsible for planning lay-led services in the upcoming
Sunday service or just want to help, contact a Worship Associate or Rev. Bill Ha

Nov. 02 “DiasdelosMuertos’

Thisfirst Sunday of the month brings ustogether with our children and the
servicewill celebrate All Saints/All SoulsDay. TheUU Choristerswill by
pot luck luncheon followsthe service.

Nov. 09 “ Generosity Knows No Boundaries’

Augustine of Hippo oncesaid of generosity, “Whereyour pleasureis, ther
treasures, thereyour heart; whereyour heart, there your happiness.” We
and of theheart. TheUU Singerswill beapart of theservice.

Nov. 16 “The Promised Land: Bible Study UU-Style”

Wewel come Susan Maginntothe pulpit. Sheisthelntern Minister at Eli

MO. Theentering of the promised land isnoted asbeing “themost indige
gestible passagesintheBible.” Why would the authors create such an ugl
myth” How areweall livingwiththelegacy of their choicetoday?

Nov. 23 “TheClub: Early Years’
The Transcendentdistswereavery smdl group. All wereUnitarians. How
become so important? Who werethekey players? TheUU Singerswill

Nov. 30 “ Thankfulnessis a Sgn of Srength”
Sometimes, giving thankscan bedifficult. Wemay beinasituation that d
givethanks. How can thisseason of Thanksgiving be soimportant to usi

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM inthe Sanctuary
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Church of theL arger Fellowship (CL

Your Church at Home- Anywhereinthe

You may know someonewho would enjoy the Church of the Larger Fella
providesaministry toisolated religiouslibera saround theworld. CLF, th
cyberspace, offersaspiritual homewithinthe UU movement for al kinds
mailingsof Quest, amonthly publication of sermonsand other material, ar
Also offered arereligiouseducation materialsand consultation, aloan libr
aswell asemail listsand acyber community. The CLF also supports many
and programming resourcesthrough the Church-on-Loan program. Near
active contributing membersof loca congregationswho appreciatemore
contact the Church of the Larger Fellowship, 25 Beacon Street, Boston,

F)

World

wship (CLF), acongregation that

e congregation by mail and

of people. Membersreceive
duu& me!, achildren’smagazine.
ary of books, audio and videotapes,
y small congregationswithworship
ly half of the CLF membersare
UU input. For moreinformation,
MA 02108; (617)-948-6166;

df@uua.org; or visit the CLF homepage: www.clfuu.org.
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Visions and Promises

threatening, but living organismsmust changeif they areto survive. Thechurchisa
living entity, and we arethe cellsof itsbody. That body continuesto change. Wemust
changewithit.
Wetold you in September that the canvasswould be different thisyear. This
month wewould liketo tell you how different. Some changeshavealready occurred.
The canvasscommittee (Generosity Team) started meeting thissummer. Weare
working closely withthe Board, talking about our visionsfor the church rather than the
bottom line. We have approached those from whom we did not have apledgethisyear, and have started to
approach new membersasthey join, to introduce them to the needs of the
and ask for aninterim pledge. The canvasswill now beayear round proc

Thefirst two of many planned focus groupshave met. Weare sea
cometo the church, thevisionswe hold for the church, the processesthat we would like to see changed or
enhanced. We cannot talk to everyonein the church before the 2004-2005 pledge drive, but wewill be
contacting you at some point in thenext year to put in your $.02 worth. We hopethat in order to seethese
visonscometo lifeyouwill put in much morethan $.02 when we cometo you with pledge card in hand. We
area so consdering children’sfocusgroups.

Wearegoingto beleading aninformal discussion about our visonsfor the church at the November 2
potluck aswell. The peopleyou will seetaking notesarethe Generosity Team, possibly assisted by some
Board members. Pleasefed freeto approach any of uswith questions, comments, or concerns.

Then comethebig changes. Thisyear, the Finance Committeewill beworking on the budget during
the pledging period, but the budget will not be presented to the congregation until after thepledgedriveis
completed, and will be based on theamount of money pledged. The Boardisworking on by-law changes
that will dlow ustowork inthisnew way. Thisisaradica departurefrom theway wehaveawaysdone
things, and we expect someanxiety about it. Wethink thereisareasonablebasisfor doingit thisway,
however. The* pledge professionals’ point out that we make our personal budgets based on our income, and
that it makes senseto do the samewith our church budget. In our Generosity Team discussions, wea so
realized that nobody on the Team makestheir pledge based on the proposed budget. All of usmake our
pledge based on our personal income, commitmentsand how much wefed the churchis*worth” tous.

Thus, thevisioning process. an effort by the Generosity Teamto makeal| of usaware of theworth of the
churchinour lives, andtoincreaseitsvauetoal of us.

Thismeansthe canvassmust bemoved earlier intheyear. Thepledgedrivewill start thisyear onthe
first Sunday in February, withaVision Sunday. Thisisstill intheplanning stage. A speaker from*outsde’?
Evangdica UUs? Who knows? Watch for devel opmentsasthey occur. Wewill completethe canvassby
February 14, and will follow up in thetwo weeks after that by contacting
anyonefor whom we do not have apledge card.

You say weforgot the Canvass Dinner? No, wedidn't, but this
year wewill celebrate the completed, highly successful pledgedrivewith a
“Just Dessarts’ party near thefirst of March. Thiswill beafamily affair,
withlotsof goodiesand fun.

The Generosity Team and the Board are very excited about these
new approachesto church stewardship. Wewant to communi cate that
excitement todl of you, and haveyou join usin creating our visionsfor the
church. Enter, Rgoice,and Comeln.

) Thetimes, they area-changin’. That can sometimesfedsdisorienting and

o
S
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Men’sBreakfast Group

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets at 8 AM for
breakfast every 2nd and 4th Saturdaysat alocal res-
taurant. Wediscusstopicsof current interest. Ev-
eryoneiswelcometo attend. For location, contact
Sam Anand.

Conver satlons, Etc.

Conversations, Etc., will meet Wednesday, Novem-
ber 12 at noon inthegreeting areaof the Church.

Bring your lunch (coffee and teawill be pro-
vided) and join other women asweenjoy fellowship
and apresentation by Ann Robins. Shewill show
how to make Thanksgiving and Christmasdecora-
tionsusing eatable products. Just think, no storage
needed for you can just devour theitemwhenitisno
longer seasonal! At the meetingweshall decide
detailsof our December outing. Phone Robertaor

Caring Committee Notes
John and Jackie Byland, whose Fayette home was
destroyed by fire, are settling into arental home
until theirsisrebuilt. Thankstoall of youwho
contributed household items, and words of en-
couragement during thisdifficult time. Meredith
and Joe Dona dson wereespecialy helpful in
collecting and sorting donated itemsand seeing
that they found anew home.

Our thoughtsand prayersarewith Bob and
Hazel Breitenbachinthisdifficult time. Bobhas
decided toforego further chemotherapy andis
receiving hospicecare. Your cardsand well
wishesaregppreciatedinthisdifficulttime.

Our best regardsto ChrisBird as she recuper-
atesfrom her hospitalization and our thoughtsand
prayersarewith Susie Anand, who spend afew
daysinthehospital for aneurosurgical procedure
on October 29th.

Our thanksto Barbara M ontgomery, who was
Caring Assistant for October. In November, it will

Sueif moreinformation isdesired regarding our

be Jan Swaney.
group’'smesting

Allie Gassmann and Jan Swaney, Co-Chairs

Adult Religious Education
“WritingtheStoriesof Our Lives’ Adult Writers Groups
The* Storiesof our Lives’ writing groupscontinueagainthisyear every Saturday morning at 10:00A.M. in
the Centering Room downstairs. Writing our life storiescan move usto laughter and tears, revive memories off
all kinds, and help usrevisit some of the eventsand peoplewe’ ve experienced on our lifejourneys. Bring pen/
pencil, paper and awillingnessto“just write!” Everyoneiswelcome.
Women’sGroup: 2nd and 4th Saturdays—facilitated by Fran Reynoldsand Dale Oberer. Septem-
ber 13 & 27, October 11 & 25, November 8, December 13.
Men’sand Women’sGroup: 1st and 3rd Saturdays—facilitated by Fran Reynoldsand Peggy
Dawson and others. September 6 & 20, October 4 & 18, November 1, December 6.

Family Forum — 2003-2004
in Ourselves, our Families, our Church, our Community and our
World
November 9—Developing a Cultureof Peacein Our Church.

Using William Ury’sbook, The Third Sde, thisforum offersan opportunity to explore and examine
positivewaysto deal with differencesand to consider how our congregation can create aculture of
peace which embracesawidevariety of spiritual and political beliefs. Facilitators: Membersof the UU
PeaceBuilding Team

Thisforum seriesisfor everyone! Each sessonisexperiential and only requiresaninquiring
mind, an open heart and alistening ear. Childcareisprovided, but sign upsin advanceare necessary.
Second Sunday of each monthin the Forum Room from noon to 2 PM. Bring your own lunchesor call a
take-out.

Creating a Culture of Peace —
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Social Action News
UU Service Committee- what isit, and why should | careabout it, much lesscontributetoit?
“Many UU’sknow the UUSC from the congregational appeal sthat have been madefor disaster and humani-
tarian aid needsintheworld. But thatisonly avery small part of the social justicework done by the organi-
zation. UUSC isthe UU voicefor humanrights, actively empowering women, defending therightsof chil-
dren, training the next generation of social justiceactivists, and supporting thecivil and political rightsof
oppressed racid, ethnic and indigenousgroupsin varied regionsof theworld.”

Theabove comesfrom the Guest at Your Table 2003 material wewill besharingwithyouinlate
November. “Guest” isthemgjor fundraiser for UUSC. Visit thewebsiteat www.uusc.org and learn more
about UUSC and itsimportanceto us.

Other info: 98 pounds of food weretaken to the Mid-Mo. Food Bank Pantry on Oct. 16; thanksto
thosewho contributed. Moreisawaysneeded. Asthesongsays, “ Therebut for fortunegoyouand|.”

SAC meetson the 3rd Sunday of themonth following theservice. All areinvitedtojoinus.

Steve Mudrick, chairperson

Green Sanctuary
Work in Progress

The Green Sanctuary Group, formed in 2002, istill working to qualify our churchfor “ Green
Sanctuary” status. Many steps have been taken, and more arein theworks. To know more about the
project, look at our progress poster displayed inthe greeting area. Our next meeting will be on November
13, beginning at 7 p.m. at the church. All arewelcometo attend.

Farm Tour

M ost recently, we sponsored atour of Sunny Acresfarm, acommunity supported agriculture opera-
tionjust outside of town. Welearned about the environmental benefitsof farm practicesincluding organic soil
building and natura pest controls. Thefarmersaresensitiveto preserving local soil, water, and wildlife, as
they offer to membersthe health benefits of fresh, organiclocal foods. Locd distribution of the produce
reducesfoss| fuel usefor ddivery. Inaddition to supporting ahealthy environment, participation inthiskind of
food system brings peopl e closer to theland that feedsthem. (...and to thefarmers) A weekly “ shopping trip”
tothefarmto select fresh produce, flowersand herbs, isan opportunity to bein touch with the cyclesof the
seasons, and to appreciate the generosity of the Earth. If you missed thetrip and would liketo know more
about CSA’sor Sunny Acres, contact Carol Arnold.

The Green Sanctuary Committeeisproud to bring fair trade coffeeto our coffee hour! Throughthe
Coffeeproject of the UU Service Committee, we have purchased coffeewhich alowsusto * affirm human
dignity” and*“respect theinterconnected web of dl living thingsof whichweareapart” whileenjoying one
another’scompany during coffee hour. The coffeetradeismostly characterized by the hard work of small
farmersinimpoverished nationswho gointo debt and clear their land in order to raise coffee beansthat are
then bought at rock-bottom prices by middlemen who then sell to large coffee companies. Thecoststo
humansand the environment are great, with huge areas of rainforest being cleared for unsustainable coffee
plantationsthat barely support the peoplewho work them. Fair Trade certification changesthat arrangement.
By working with democratically runfarming cooperatives, and providing fair advance credit opportunitiesto
farmers, Equal Exchangeand other companiesdevel oplong-term reationswith farmers, dlowing themto
practiceecologically sustainablefarming. Thisalowsthefarmstoremain productivelonger rather than
requiring the destruction of tropica forestsasold plotsof land becomeinfertile. . Growing cropsorganically
and viatraditiona shade-growing techniquesallowscoffeefarmsto continueto provideimportant habitat for
migratory songbirdsaswell asindigenous species. For moreinformation, seetheinformation legfletsinthe
Socid Actionarea, or check out www.equa exchange.comvinterfaith/uuscproject.html.

. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Forum Schedule
The Forum, an adult discussion group, meetson
Sundaysat 9-10am.intheLibrary, lower level
of thechurch. Conversation and refreshmentsare
offered along with thediscussion. TheForum, as
always, isopentothepublic. Bob Breitenbach,
Forum Coordinator

Nov. 02: Two Nations Separ ated by a Com-
mon L anguage: Per spectiveson Lifein the
USand theUK by Peter Holmesand lan
Thomas. Peter isaColumbiaPsychologist witha
BSc Physicsfrom LondonUniv. andaPhD in
Psychology fromMU. Hehasin Columbiathe
last 15 years. lan currently teacheshigh school
physicsand received hisBSc-Physicsfrom
London University, hisM Sc Bioengineering from
Strathclyde Univ., aPhD in Psychology from MU
alongwithaMEd-Technology alsofromMU.
He hasdistance-teaching and educationd video/
multimediaproduction experiencewith BBC and
haslivedin USfor thepast 10 years.
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Nov. 09: TheCost of Health Care Administra-
tion by Mehdi Farhangi, MD. Mehdi Farhangi, MD
will present three programs. Mehdi graduated from
Medical School inlran 1953. Hereceived hisPost-
graduatetraining from ColumbiaUniversity and the
Universty of Missouri. Mehdi specidizesinblood
diseasesand cancer.

Nov. 16: Consenting for M edical Research by
Mehdi Farhangi, MD

Nov. 23: Iranian-American Relations Since 1903
by Mehdi Farhangi, MD

Nov. 30: ThisWeek inthe New York Timesby
Charles Atkins, Mid-M O Veteransfor Peace mem-
ber and Univ. of MO Friends of Peace StudiesBoard
Member.




