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FRONT PAGE NEWS
Meet the President

Being ontheboard, especialy being president, you learnthings. Such
as, our church year officialy startson July 1st and not withthe
Water Ceremony at theend of August. Youlearnin great detail
how thechurchisrun. It'srather likegoing behind stageat a
theater. You get to see how they do the special effects- lightsand
mirrors. (Or inthe RE'scase, crayons& glue.) | supposethat thereis
somefear of leaving the audience and going backstage, thefear that the
show will loseit'smagic. There sasothefear of showing ourselves* backstage
without costume and makeup, that wewon'’t live up to expectations.

W, I'vefound it to bepretty lively “backstage” of the church; and, time
will tell next year if | havelived up to the expectation of the office of president.
Aspart of the showing or sharing of ourselves, | washonored to share my
beliefsat one of thelay led servicesthissummer. For those of youwho were
not ableto attend, | haveincluded it bel ow.

What | Believe

When | wasfour or five, therewasfrost covering thelaundry room
window. | saw thefaceof Godinit. Around that sametime, from my bed at
night, | saw the shape of asmoky grey collieinthehal just outsidemy door.
Thespirit callie, | knew, was sent by God to protect me.

Somewhereinmy twenties, | lost the solid faith of that small girl. But,
thisl dobelieve: lifeissacred. Lifesmall andlarge, complex andssimple, inthe
aggregateandintheindividua.

As| wasthinking the other evening about what | would say today, |
cametothestartling conclusionthat if lifeissacred, sotooisdeath. Thisis
indeed shocking for oneraised asaChrigtian.

My mother isPresbyterian and that’sthefaithinwhich | wasraised.

My stepmother isaChristian Scientist and that’ sthefaith | choose. Fromthe
ageof 8, | would attend my stepmother’s church on the weekendsthat my
father had custody. So muchfor the patriarcha lineage of Chrigtianity.

Latein my teenyears, | openly switched to Christian Science. Itwas
themore practical religion. No potlucks, but daily living of faith. Prayer was
expected to bring resultsand | found that it often did. However, the strictness of
therdigionin actionsaswell asin thought, wore at metoo much.
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Ministers’s Monthly Musings

Our Source

Unitarian architect Frank LIoyd Wright oncesaid, “No stream
canrisehigher thanitssource.” Hewas speaking of aperson’sinteg-
rity. So, too, with theintegrity of aningtitution, such asthischurch.

Our sourceistheloveand spirit that each person bringsto the
table of communion and fellowship. Together, inour variousformsof
gathering, wetouch that source, which manifestsitself in many waysof
action, speaking and engagement. Whatever sourceiswithin each of
us, together, weincarnate something that transcendseach individua gift
toalevd of intimacy and ultimacy that isboth personal and profound.
Suchisthe purposeof churchand churchlife.

We embark uponanew church year. Energy isbeginning to
mount asgroups and committees begin to plan on our encountersinthe
next monthsahead. New ideasare springing up and new ways of
doing church are emerging. We need each person to add her and his
gpirit and loveto thewholenessof our churchlife. Asastream hasits
source, so, too, doesachurch. You arethat source. Your spirit of
loving cooperation and engagement istheonly sourcewehave. Let us
celebrate our new churchyear by lifting up our source—your integrity
and capacity to give of yoursdlf so we can haveaflood of abundant life
inour community of memory and hope.

Peace and Love,
Bill.

Meet the President (continued from page 1)

So, | am back to that littlegirl looking for signsof God. Dol
believein, “ God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth”? Do
| believethat, “ Thereisno Life, Truth no substanceinmatter. All is
infiniteMind and it smanifestation, for God isAll-in-All”? Pieces. |
don't believeinthe Father Almighty. The Mother Almighty perhaps.
Both can nurtureand kill; but, only mother’sgivebirth.

But, mostly | believethat lifeiseternal. Onemay dieor even
anentirespeciesmay die, but lifeitself can not be stopped. When|
fight weedsand molds, | think of this. And so, for thisdance of lifeto
continue, death must continue. Just assexual reproduction helps
speciescheat predators and parasites, so death allowslifeto cheat
extinction.

| believethat theworldisamarvelousif scary place. That life
issacred and to be sustained and fostered. That deathissacred and
not bedenied, though | aminnorushto meetit. That totruly love
one' ssdf, family, friends, other speciesand theearthindaily practiceis
the hardest spiritual disciplinethat aperson can undertake.

Rebecca S Graves
President, Board of Trustees

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Congre-
gation of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of
Columbia is:

+ To keep our commit-
ment to the seven prin-
ciples of the Unitarian
Universalist Association;

¢ To act upon these prin-
ciples through a caring
and friendly religious
community for persons
of all ages and diverse
religious views;

¢ To promote spiritual
growth and the quest for
truth;

¢ To build our covenant
with fellow Unitarian
Universalist Congrega-
tions.

Adopted by the Congregation on

May 22, 1994

Visitor Orientation

On the second Sunday of the
month thereisregularly sched-
uledaninformal orientationto
thischurchled by theminister.
Thisshort sessonisdesigned

. forour visitorsto meet Rev.

Haney and to ask him ques-
tionsabout our church.
Whether you are new to our
church or have been attending
for awhileyou areinvitedto
meet in Rev. Haney’soffice
after theworship serviceon
Sunday, September 14, 2003.
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Worship Services
Sunday Services: 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
(Meditation Time 9:30 — 10:00 AM every Sunday)

Our church plans a lay-led service on one Sunday of each
month of the regular church calendar year. Lay-ministry enriches
us all and helps maintain the tradition of lay-ministry as a vibrant
part of our church life. The Worship Associates are responsible for
planning lay-led servicesin the upcoming year. If you have an
idea for a Sunday service or just want to help, contact a Worship
Associate or Rev. Bill Haney at the church.

31Aug. “Water Ceremony”
Thefirst Layled Sunday service
of thenew churchyear isthe
traditiona blending of waters
brought by membersof the
congregationto symbolizetheir
persond journeysof thesummer.
Bring asampleof water to share.
ServiceLeader: NaomaPowell

07 Sept.

“What Is a Covenant?”
Thisisthefirst formd serviceof
our church year, and wetakethe
timeto bewith our childrenand
theteachersfor our covenant
withthem. TheUU Chorigters
will beapart of theservice. Our
monthly pot luck luncheon
followstheservice.

14 Sept.

“ Sanding on a Legacy”

In this year of Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s 200" anniversary of
his birth, we are faced with the
guestion, “Just exactly what is
Transcendentalism?’ How did it
affect our Unitarian side, and
eventually, Universalist side, of
our tradition? After 170 years,
canit still speak tous? TheUU
Singerswill be apart of the ser-
vice

21 Sept. “ A Senseof Presiding
Goodness”

LorettaWillemswill be present-
ing thislay-led service. Shewill
be asking what do we valueand
how doesthat addressthe human
need for meaning?

28 Sept.

“We Begin Again in Love”
Thisisour annua Yom Kippur
service. Notthat weare
Jewish, but thisisthe season of
new beginnings, and our service
will focuson how we may want
to be present for the new church
year beforeus. TheUU Singers
will beapart of theservice.

MEMBERSHIP IN THIS CHURCH IS
OPEN TO ALL

All who choose to walk with
us in the spirit of love and in
agreement with our UU
principles. We have no
creedal requirements for
membership. To become a
member one signs our
Membership Book on the last
Sunday of any month in the
presence of the Minister and
another member of the
church. If you wish to be-
come a member, please
speak to Rev. Haney or call
the church office at 442-5764.

Forum Schedule

The Forum, an adult discussion
group, meets on Sundays from 9
- 10 am. inthe Library, lower
level of the church. Conversa-
tion & refreshments are offered
along withthediscussion. The
Forum, as always, isopen to the
public. Facilitatorsfor the Sept.
programs are Psychologists
Carla & Wayne Anderson.

8/31 “London in August is
Loverly.” Carlaand Wayne
Anderson will describe what they
did for fun thissummer in
England’sfair city.

9/7 *Guilt and Mourning.”
Wayne Anderson will discuss
what happens when the sense of
responsibility goesawry and
|leads to excessive self-blame,
based on hiswork in war-torn
countries with MU’s Center for
Psychosocial Trauma.

9/14 “More, More News about
the Old.” Donad Kaudler,
Ph.D., UMC professor emeritus
of psychology and author of a
nationally syndicated columnon
aging, will tell us about some of
thelatest findings.

9/21 *“Death and the Afterlife
as Depicted in the Movies.”
Robert Dolliver, Ph.D., professor
emeritus of psychology and a
personality theorist, will show us
excerptsillustrating histhoughts
about how moviemakershandle
these sensitive and controversial
areas.

9/28 “In Education It's the
Boys Who Are in Deep
Trouble.” Carlaand Wayne
Anderson will discuss how boys
arefalling behind girlsand the
implicationsfor society.
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From the desk of the
Church Administrator:
Please send changesinyour
address and phone number and
email addresstomefor incluson
inthe 2003-04 Church Direc-
tory. If youwant to stop
receiving thenewd etter or
emails, let meknow that, too.
Newslettersare posted onthe
websitefor three months. You
canreaditthereat
unitarian.church.missouri.org
Thechurch'semail is
uuchurch@coin.org

Kathie Bergman

Wish List
\ Computer for thelibrary
more current than theone
aready there. Contact Pam
Springsted or DorindaDerow
for details.
v Vacuum cleaner ingood
working conditionfor down-
stairs. Theold onesbarely
cleantherugs- especidly in
thenursery.

Fall YRUU FLOAT
TheYRUU group will betaking
afloat trip theweekend of
September 5th, 6thand 7th. (a
few parentsare a so needed to
hel pwith getting there) Wewill
betravelingtothe Meramec
River (near Steclville, Mo).
Contact Larry Lileor Qhyrrae
Michaelieu or John Song for
moreinfo.

Parents and Toddlers
Aninformal Play Group meets
at church every Wed. from
10:30 AM to about nooninthe
Nursery Room. Bring your own
snacksand get to know how to
play nicely with otherd!

LU SR R
WO W W

Caring Committee News

Many thanksto Hazel
Breitenbach and Joan Mudrick
whoseyearsof dedicated
leadership and serviceas Co-
Chairsof the Caring Committee
hel ped sustain membersof our
congregation during many of
life'spassages. Weaso owe
thanksto departing membersof
thecommittee: Pat Kraff,
PatriciaMorrow, and Betty
Cook Rottmann. They may be
irreplaceable, but regardless, this
year’scommitteeislooking
forwardto our involvement with
Reverend Haney inashared
ministry, meeting the needsof the
congregationwhendifficult
Stuationsandtrangtionsarise.

Thisyear, look for something
new. If proclaiming your newsin
Joysand Concernsdoesn’t
seem likequitetheright venue,
thereisaplacefor you! Bor-
rowingonanideafromtheFirst
Unitarian Churchin San Fran-
cisco, we' veplaced aSharing
Board on an easel intherear of
the Sanctuary whichwill adlow
you to post your personal
passageson aSharing Card for
otherstoread. Orif youwishto
communicatewith Reverend
Haney, you'll beabletoleavea
cardinenvelopedesignated just
for him. Cardswill remain
posted for 3weeksprior totheir
removal. All membersand
friendsare encouraged to
browsethe Sharing Board
regularly tolearn moreabout the
eventsinthelivesof your fellow
UU's,

WE |l continueto designatea
Caring Assistant eeach month to
coordinatethe effortsof the
committee. Caring Assstants
thisyear are: AnneRobins,
CarolynLeuthold, Armine
Cuber, Ann Gowans, Barbara
Montgomery, Luanne Andes,
Allie Gassmann and Betty
Acree. In September the Caring
AssigtantisArmine Cuber, oif
you haveconcernsor arein
need of assistance, pleasecall
Armine,

Allie Gassmann and Jan
Swaney, Co-Chairs

Caring News!
Congratulationsto Chris
Abernathy and MichelleKdly
onthebirth of their new daugh-
ter Elliebornin June. Congratu-
lationsto Amy and Steve Ewing
whose daughter EvaAddewas
born April 27th.

Men’s Breakfast Group
TheMen'sBreakfast Group
meetsat 8 AM for breakfast
every 2nd and 4th Saturdays at
aloca restaurant. Wediscuss
topicsof current interest. Every-
oneiswelcometo attend. For
location, contact Sam Anand.

Many Thanks
To Larry Lile for fixing
the microphone cord in
the sanctuary and
donating the cost from
his own pocket!
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Visions
and
Promises

Wedidit!! Haveyou seen
themyet? Aren't they beautiful ?
Wearetaking about the new
parking lot and Memorid
Garden, of course. They werea
vision, adream, aneed spoken
of by many inthechurch. The
new parking lot surface-anew
and wel coming entry-way to our
community, abetter firstimpres-
sonfor our vigitors, asurface
that allowseasier accessto our
church for thosewho are not
steady ontheir feet. TheMemo-
rial Garden—aplaceto come
together to honor thosewho
haveleft, and hold themin our
memory. Together we brought
themtoredity.

Therewasamgjor differ-
enceintheway thesevisions
cametolifefor us. That differ-
encewasin how wegot the
money. For theparkinglot, we
have used maintenancefunds
and reservefundsto createit.
For theMemoria Garden, we
raised $11,367.95injust over a
year to bringitinto being, over
and above our standard pledges
tothechurch. It seemstome
that thereason for that difference
isthat we, asagroup, saw the
Memoria Garden aspart of our
visonfor thischurch, but that the
community asawholenever
cameto seetheparkinglot asan
equally important part of our
vison.

Thisyear, the Generosity
Team, formerly known asthe
canvasscommittee, will be

functioningmuch differently than
it ever hasbefore. The canvass
committee hasalwaysbeena
short-term, last minute sort of
thing. TheGenerogity Teamwill
beworking all year. Wewill be
bringing theoffer of many
changestoyou. Thefirst of
those changesisthat wewant to
talk to each of you personally
about your visonsfor the church.
What do you want to see us
embody? What would enhance
thevaueof thechurchinyour
life? How could webemore
wel coming to newcomers? How
could wekeep thelong-term
volunteersin our community from
burning out? Sometimeinthe
next year, youwill receivean
invitationtovistwithus. Be
thinking about your visonsand
dreams. Wewant to hear from
you.

Barbara Carter, Generosity
Team

L
Monthly Book Discussion
Group
The book discussiongroup will
meet at thehome of Dorinda
Derow at 7 pm, Friday Septem-
ber 12. Bring abook you have
readtodiscuss. Last spring’s
meeting at the International Cafe
was asuccess (except for the
tornado warning siren), sowe
may meetinarestaurant at a
futuredate. Call Dorindaor Pam
for questions.

Volunteers Needed !!

If you areavailablean hour a
week or amonth, please
consder volunteering your time
to keep the church cleanand
welcoming. Regular tasks
includevacuuming, mopping,
cleaning bathroomsand kitch-
ens. Contact Kathieinthe
church officetosgnup.

Social Action Group
Reports
Thank you and please continue
tohelp...

Asthenew churchyear
begins, pleaseremember those
inour community who need our
help. Our church hasbeen
supporting the Centra Missouri
Food Bank Pantry, which
serves peoplein Boone county
and Columbia. For many
years, we' ve been collecting
canned goodsinthesmall
upstairsbasket and thelarger
barrel inthe downstairs center-
ing room. Theyouth have been
collecting money for the Pantry
at their centering ceremonies.

Please continueto support
thiseffort by donating food and
by helping theyouthto make
their donations. Hunger and
need can affect anyone; inthe
past, peoplefromour church
have benefited from the Pantry.
And*thank you” tothosewho
have donated recently; from
May through July, 73 pounds of
food were collected and taken
to the Pantry.

Steve Mudrick, for the Social
Action Committee
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FUNdraising Committee News

New (prospective)and former U.U.
FUNdraisng Committeemembersareinvitedto
the August meeting of the committee. Mark your
calendarsfor: Thursday, August 28th at 6:30
p.m. at the Church.

Thetopicsto bediscussed include:

1. Sat., Sept. 13th Luncheon for the National Assn. of the Blind
(Pat Morrow’s State Board isrenting the church that day and we' re
providingthelunch, asasmal fundraiser.

2. Friday, Sept. 19th Larry Rottmann Vietnam Works Reception
(Betty Cook Rottmann’sson, Larry, will display Vietnam Works (see
articleinthisnewdetter.) Wewill be providing refreshments/hospital -
ity.)

3. FUNdraising & R.E. Committees Team Up for Planning of
October 11th Art/Antique Show (Thiseventwill runfrom1lam.to7
p.m. on Sat., Oct. 11th. Salesof donated art and antiqueswill include
somevery specid slent auctionitems, whosefina saleswill occur
following thewine and cheesereceptionfrom5to 7 p.m. Artists
wishing to submit their workson acommission basiswill beincludedin
thesde. Other plansfor thisspecia day include entertainment, food
and achildren’sart workshop.)

WE regoing to need alot of help and advicewith thisproject, soif
youlikeart, food, music or antiquesin any combination, pleasecome
to themeeting on Thursday, August 28th at 6:30 p.m.
Marianne Erickson

Conversations, Etc.
A Brown Bag Lunch meeting isenjoyed at
noon, the 2nd Wednesday of each month, by
—— theladiesand friendsof theU.U. Church. The
current group isbeginning its4th year. Since
our inception we have had interesting pro-
grams, discussions, activities, and timeto learn about each other’sjoys
or concerns. . Wefind that our goal of creatingawarm, friendly, close
knit and caring group hasbeen successful. Weawaystry to share
news about those unableto be at the meeting, and offer assistanceif
and whenitisneeded. Even our Church Facility get mentioned and
assstanceisgivenaong theway.

Weurged to comefdlowshipwith usat any of our meetings
andwe' |l have an extrachair ready for Y OU. September 10, 2003
will be our next meeting date. Arrangementsfor aprogram onthat
date areincompl ete but your presencewould makeit specia. For the
latest information you may phone Roberta Jonesor Sue Bader.

Project Update
Two yearsago aspecia group
formed to respond to the need
for sponsorship of aBosnian
refugeefamily (the Cddarevics)
arrivingtolivein Columbia
Household itemsand monies
were collected thanksto the
generosity of many inthechurch
congregation. Inaddition, afew
membersoffered hoursof their
owntimetoassst thefamilyin
getting settled inthecommunity.
TheCddarevicfamily congstsof
Mr. and Mrs. Caldarevicand
their two sonsEldin and Omer.
Eldin graduated from Hickman
High School inJune2003. At
that time, the Board approved
sending theremaining funds
($93) collected for the project to
Eldinasagraduationgift. In
response, aletter wasreceived
asfollows “I andmy family
wouldliketo thank youfor
hel ping usintheUnited States.
You helped uswhenwe needed
helpthemost. Fromall our
hearts, thank you.

Family Caldarevic’

Bible Study
Areyou interested in aUnitarian
Universalist approach to the Bible -
that is, from areasoned and non-
literal way? Then join uson the
second and fourth Sunday of each
month at 9:00 AM downstairsfor a
one-hour session co-led by Stephen
Blower and Rev. Haney. If you
attended the sessions last year, you
will have already been engaged with
Genesisand Exodus. Wewiill
continue this church year beginning
with the minor prophets, starting
with the Book of Joshuaand finish
our overview of the Hebrew Bible by
December. Comejoin usbeginning
September 14, 9:00 AM inthe
Channing Room downstairs.
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The Sound Of UU Music
Another year of musicisabout to begin and we need you!
¢ Weneed adultsand youthto sign up to play for services.
¢ Weneed singers(new and returning) for theUU Singers.
¢ Weneed singersfor theUU Choristers.

If you' reready to get scheduled to play the prel ude and/or offertory at servicesduring theyear, pleaselet
meknow that you areinterested and wewill set adate. We have opportunitiesfor musiciansof al agesand
levelsof experience.

TheUU Singers (ages 12-200) meets on Wednesday evenings downstairsin the choir/centering room
from 7:00-8:15, and we generally sing on the second and fourth Sunday of themonth. All singersarewel-
come. Our first meeting will beapotluck starting at 6:00 p.m. on August 20th.

TheUU Chorister (ages5-11) traditional ly have met on Sunday morningsfrom 9:30-10:00 in the center-
ing room and sing on thefirst Sunday of the month. Wewill meet on Sunday, August 24th at 9:30for juice,
bagelsand coffee (for the parents) to talk about the year, and to get input asto whether another rehearsal
timewould increase participation.

If you haveideas, suggestions, any input that would help mein planning our church music program please
contact meat church, at home or by e-mail.

Desi Long, Music Director

Attention: Step-parents are good!
Jeff Arrigo and Rebecca Graves will be starting a step-parent’s support group to meet monthly
at the church. The group will focus on sharing what works and what doesn’t in step-parenting. If
you're interested, please contact either Jeff or Rebecca.

September 19 Evening Event Features Son Of Columbia UU

“Ingghtsinto Vietnam” isaperformancethat will spanvisud displays, video,
poetry and music on Vietnamese instruments. Larry Rottmann and hiscollaborators,

Mark Biggsand Ray Castrey, will present aspectsof hisextensive Vietnam Collection,
givenrecently to MU’sWestern Historical Manuscript Collection.

Beginning at 7 p.m., David Moore, director of the Manuscript Collection, will
introduce visual panelsrepresenting the broad range of the more-than-one hundred-
linear-feet-long Rottmann Collection. He seesthat Collection’s* balanced approach as
important for faculty teaching and research and for future generations' comprehens on of the complexity of
that watershed eventin U.S. history”.

Rottmann and director and cinematographer Biggswill discussand screentheir documentary, “ The
BicycleDoctors: LifeinaVietnameseHospital” .

“Voicesfrom Vietnam” will feature performance of origina poetry by Rottmannand origind music by Ray
Castrey, demondtrating and describing the history of hisVietnameseinstruments.

Adding totheevening will beapreview of the upcoming documentary by Rottmann and Biggs, “ The
Joscelyn Elders Story: Poverty, Politicsand Public Hedlth.” Thisexaminestheremarkablelifeof Minnie
Joscelyn Jones Elders, who rosefrom Arkansas shareholders daughter to become Surgeon General of the
United States.

The presentationisfree and opento the public. Specia invitationswill go to past students of the Rock
Bridge Vietnam classes of UU member Fran Reynolds. Rottmannisthe son of UU member Betty Cook
Rottmann and an MU aumnus. Castrey has performed in Columbiawith theband, “ Distant Relative”.
The UU performancewill follow a4:30 p.m. reception, open to the public, at the Western Historical Manu-
script Collectionin Room 23 EllisLibrary, festuring displaysfrom the Rottmann Vietnam Collectionand a
screening of “ TheBicycleDoctors.”
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Central Midwest District - UU Women'’s
Federation Fall Retreat

Presented November 7-9 by the Women of the
North ShoreUnitarian Churchin Deerfield, I1.
TheLake GenevaCampusisabeautiful settingon
thelakeandthefall colorsareglorious. Bring
your walking shoesand enjoy theview. Direc-
tionsand amapwill besent with registration
confirmation. Conferencefeesrangefrom $142to
$269 depending on choiceof lodging. Limited
scholarshipsareavailable. For moreinformation
contact Karen Tgjbl. Or check with Kathieinthe
churchoffice.

Non-Proft Org
US Postage Paid
Columbia, MO
65201
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UU Singletarians

TheUU Singletarianshave created awebsiteto keep
folksapprised of their activities. If youwouldliketo

jointheonlinegroup and stay informed about what is
going on, please contact Deborah Finfgeld.

UU History & Values Covenant Group
Meeting in the Centering Room at the church on
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 7:30
PM. The August 25 meeting will beagood
meeting for new members, aswewill review and
re-adopt our covenant. Soif Y OU want input on
what we' redoing, joinin! Moreinformation can
be obtained at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
UUHistVal for anyoneinterestedinjoining.

"1

Everyone is invited!
First Sunday Potluck Lunch

September 07, 2003

Immediately following the
worship service
Please bring food to serve
6-8 persons so there will be
plenty to share!




